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fromTheEDITOR 


Just over 24 years ago — give or 
take a few days — Johnny Rodgers 
Was preparing for his senior season 
and looking to lead Bob Devaney and 
No. 1-ranked Nebraska to an unprece- 
dented third straight national title. 

Days later those dreams fell apart 
in Los Angeles as the Huskers lost a 
20-17 heartbreaker in the season- 
opener against UCLA. A 23-23 tie 
against Iowa State and a 17-14 loss to 
Oklahoma in the 1972 regular season 
finale were the final nails in the 
already-measured coffin. 

One of the most versatile backs in 
college football history, Rodgers went 
on to edge out Oklahoma’s Gregg 
Pruitt to win Nebraska’s first 
Heisman Trophy that year, after rack- 
ing up 1,250 yards rushing and receiv- 
ing and 804 yards on punt and kickoff 


returns. A stellar performance in the’ 


Huskers’ 40-6 Orange Bowl victory 
over Notre Dame (he scored four 
touchdowns and threw for a fifth) 
cemented his name in Husker history 
forever. 

Now, as this year’s Nebraska team 
attempts to accomplish what the 1972 
team couldn't, Rodgers is preparing 
again. 

No, he hasn’t come out of retire- 
ment and suited up with that memo- 
rable No. 20 on his back. But wouldn’t 
that be a sight? From what I hear, he 
still has a pretty fast set of wheels 
under him. Instead, he'll be providing 
insight to Huskers Illustrated readers 
as a columnist. 

This issue marks the debut of two 
new columns, including Rodgers’ 
“The Jet’s Retrospective.” Each week 
Rodgers will reflect on his ‘iences 
as a player and how he sees this 
year’s team. 

In his first installment, Rodgers 
explains why he believes the Huskers 


will pull off the “threepeat.” Not sur- 


prisingly, the main reason has some- 
thing to do with a guy named 
Osborne. 

In addition to Rodgers, we also 
welcome former NU linebacker 
Adrian Fiala, who will break down 
the team each week in “Adrian’s 
Analysis.” Fiala is also providing 

‘radio color commentary for Pinnacle 
Sports, which obtained the rights to 
broadcast the games this season. 

The addition of both Rodgers and 
Fiala should give you even more 
insight during this possibly historic 
season. 


Chris Greer, Editor Chi es 
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As a Husker fan from 
Oklahoma, I want to thank you for 
the fine work in Husker Illustrated. 
It is tough being a Cornhusker fan in 
this state. But the team performance 
has made that much easier. 

My Nebraska flag waves every 
day in front of my house 
and my german shep- |) 
herd, named Nebcorhu, 
guards the flag from the 
Okies. Good luck on the 
season and go for three. 

Robert Ryan 
Sallisaw, Okla. | 7 


s & he 
reat” isan 


appropriate word for 
Tom Osborne, and its 
basis is found in his 
character, which is 
revealed by another word — 
“integrity.” 

Douglas B. Rasmussen 

Oceanside, N.Y. 


Thanks for the great article on 
California Angels’ outfielder (and 
former Husker) Darin Erstad 
(“Rapid Riser” Aug. 1996). All too 
often, kickers and punters never get 
any publicity. But Erstad’s ability as 
a baseball player has helped him 
draw the spotlight he so clearly 
deserves. 

Erstad has shown that he was the 
top pick in the baseball draft for a 
reason, and that he deserves to stay 
in the majors for a long time. Here’s 
hoping the Angels dump Garrett 
Anderson and keep the outfield of 
Erstad, Jim Edmonds and Tim 
Salmon together for a long time. 

Ho Nguyen 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


I was glad to see the NU 
women’s soccer program getting 
some attention in your magazine 
(“Underdogs No More” Aug. 1996). 
Although it will obviously never 
surpass football in popularity, soccer 
is getting huge in Nebraska, with 
strong college programs at NU and 
at Creighton, and terrific youth 


leagues all over the state. 

Nebraska coach John Walker has 
to be proud of his team’s (#18) rank- 
ing, but he undoubtedly realizes that 
there is a long way for his team to go 
before they reach the elite status of 
teams like North Carolina, Portland, 
UConn and Stanford. But he certain- 
ly has them on the right track. 

Malik Thurman 
Durham, N.C. 


Husker fans have been spoiled. 
Few programs have had a football 
head coach of great ability and great 
character, but there may be no other 

3) school in the country that 
can boast two coaches of 
the ilk of Bob Devaney 
and Tom Osborne. 
Osborne is a gem to be 
treasured by Nebraskans 
and NU fans everywhere. 

Osborne recruits great 
players, coaches them into 
great performances, and 
| quietly wins games with a 
~ | demeanor of class rarely 
ry yy seen in today’s sports 
= | world. 
For those who don’t 
realize how lucky Nebraska is to 
have Osborne, consider the other so- 
called “great” coaches around the 
country. Listen to Lou Holtz snivel 
and you'd think Notre Dame has no 
chance of ever beating any team in 
the country. Joe Paterno whines to 
the point that you can’t listen to him. 
Steve Spurrier is the most arrogant 
coach in the country (although I 
doubt he’d do a lot of woofing 
around Nebraska fans). 
Gregg Cristopher 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 


As a former competitive swim- 
mer, I was glad to see your shot of 
Penny Heyns, the former Husker 
swimmer who won two gold medals 
at the Atlanta Olympics for South 
Africa. Heyns’ performance solidi- 
fied her position as the top breast- 
stroker in the world, and hopefully 
the extra visibility will allow NU 
coach Cal Bentz to continue recruit- 
ing the top swimmers in the world. 

Markus Gustafsson 
Bangor, Maine 


CeCe eee eee eeeeeneeee eee eee eeeeeeeeeees 


Please send your comments and questions to 
Letters, P.O. Box 83222, Lincoln, Neb. 68501. 
Or fax them to us at (214) 851-1720. We reserve 
the right to edit the letters for clarity, content and 
length. 

For those with electronic mail abilities, 
huskersedit@xcscx.com. 


Imost as heated as the 
competition on the 
playing field this fall 
are the confrontational 
debates held around 
the country by people 
trying to predict how 
their favorite teams 
will do in the upcom- 
ing college football sea- 


son. 


Nebraska fans tend 
to take a slightly differ- By 
ent approach to pre-sea- ADRIAN 
son prognostications. FJALA 
Fans of other schools 
hope that their team will post a win- 
ning record, or maybe even go toa 
bowl game at the end of the season. 
But in Nebraska, expectations are a 
little loftier. The Husker faithful 
expect nothing less than an unde- 
feated season ending in a national 
championship. Less than 10 victories 
in a season is considered an off-year. 
A bowl game appearance other than 
the national championship game or 
a final ranking below the top two 
spots in the polls is cause for local 
paramedics to set up below bridges 
and tall buildings. 

How are the Huskers going to do 
this year? Is Colorado really that 
good? What about Arizona State and 
Kansas State? Can Nebraska win it 
all again? 

These are all questions asked by 
the fans and critics of the 
Cornhuskers. 

The Huskers’ quest for their third 
consecutive national championship 
is laden with opponents at different 
stages in their development — some 
are powerful, others pushovers. The 
Cornhusker schedule should offer 
up the standard 60-point NU victo- 
ries along the way, but Nebraska 
likely will face only three real tests 
during the regular season: Arizona 
State, Kansas State and Colorado. 

Twenty-one starters return for the 
Sun Devils, including 38 of the top 
44, most notably two-time All-Pac 10 
quarterback Jake Plummer, consid- 
ered by many to be one of the top 
five quarterbacks in the country. He 
completed 58 percent of his passes 


Challengin 
The Throne 


Arizona State, Kansas State and Colorado should be 
the biggest obstacles in the Huskers’ title path 


last year and is considered a strong 
quarterback prospect for next year’s 
NFL draft. The Sun Devils’ offensive 
line is solid, led by All-America can- 
didate Juan Roque at tackle. 

The ASU defense — the one that 
allowed 77 points to the Huskers a 
year ago — is sound at all positions, 
especially linebacker. Whether the 
Sun Devils will be able to slow the 
NU running game remains to be 
seen. 

Tom Osborne says that the major- 
ity of teams improve the most 
between the first and second games 
on their schedule, and Nebraska will 
arrive at Arizona State — picked by 
many to emerge as the 1996 Pac-10 
champion — after a bye week. This 
game should offer further evidence 

University of Colorado 


A Colorado win would not only 
halt the Huskers’ title hopes, but 
also give linebacker Matt Russell 
and his senior teammates their 
first win against Nebraska. 


of the difference between the talent 
level on the top teams in the country 
and those teams that are “pretty 
good”. 

Kansas State is coming off a 10-2 
season which ended with a 54-21 
Holiday Bowl win over Colorado 
State and with the Wildcats ranked 
sixth in the nation. All-American 


defensive back Chris Canty will lead 
the Cats’ defense, which lost some 
key performers from last year’s 
team. The Wildcats posted three 
shutouts a year ago and boasted the 
top-rated defense in the nation. 

Kansas State’s offensive line 
could be the best in school history, 
and quarterback Brian Kavanagh, a 
fifth-year senior, will test that theory 
by going to the air frequently this 
season. 

The Buffaloes of Colorado will 
cap the regular season with their 
annual showdown against the 
Huskers, held this year in Lincoln on 
Nov. 29. The game will be played 
the day after Thanksgiving — a spot 
once reserved for the annual NU- 
Oklahoma clash — so that the 
national television audience can 
once again see two of the best teams 
in the conference and the country. 

Colorado will have quarterbacks 
Koy Detmer and John Hessler ready. 
Detmer is coming off knee surgery 
but is projected as the starter. 
Hessler is coming off a year during 
which he set 12 school offensive 
records, and the Buffs return 16 
starters from a year ago, including 
nine on offense. Linebacker Matt 
Russell, who finished fourth in 
Butkus Award voting last year, will 
anchor a solid, strong and very 
aggressive Colorado defense. 

The Buffaloes have the added 
incentive of the fact that no player 
on the roster has ever played ona 
CU team that has beaten Nebraska. 

Time will tell whether the 
Huskers can win a third consecutive 
national championship. If the Big 
Red can overcome the Sun Devils, 
Wildcats and Buffaloes, Nebraska 
likely will enter the Big 12 
Championship game with an unde- 
feated record. With good health and 
a little luck, the Huskers might well 
have an undefeated record as they 
head to New Orleans for the Sugar 
Bowl in January. 

Adrian Fiala lettered on Bob 
Devaney-coached Nebraska football 
teams in 1967, 1968 and 1969 as a line- 
backer. He is now the color commentator 


for the Cornhusker radio network. 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 7 


cott Frost and Ahman 
Green sat beside each 
other at a table 
in the southeast 
corner of 
Memorial 
Stadium and 
signed  auto- 
graphs at the 
Nebraska foot- 
ball team’s annual Photo 
Day. 

The line of fans pg 
Waiting for their sig- WIKE 
natures was only BABCOCK 
slightly shorter than 
the one in front of the table at the 
back of the south end zone where 
Tom Osborne sat. The line of those 
wanting an autograph from the 
coach of the two-time defending » 
national champions stretched 
beyond the north 20-yard line. 

Larry Frost stood beneath the 
South Stadium stands and 
watched as his son signed a vari- | 
ety of things, including college 
football magazines, Nebraska 
media guides, posters and T- 
shirts. 

The Photo Day activities 
attracted a crowd estimated at 
more than 7,000. 

“When I was at Nebraska, 


Only In Nebraska 


played in front of,” Frost said. 

Scott Frost had transferred to 
Nebraska a couple of months 
earlier, after spending two sea- 
}sons at Stanford, where he 
| played quarterback and defen- 
sive back for Cardinal head 
coach Bill Walsh. Had it not 
been for Walsh, Scott almost 
certainly would have become a 
Cornhusker in the first place, 
his father said. But the chance 
to play quarterback for Walsh, 
whose offense helped the San 
Francisco 49ers become Super Bowl 
champions during his tenure as 
coach in the NFL, attracted Scott to 
Palo Alto, Calif. 

When Walsh decided to leave 
Stanford, Scott did, too. The transfer 


John Waller 


Years ago, Photo Day attracted mainly players’ families and some fans. 
It’s turned into an event which had over 7,000 on hand this year 


pleased his parents. “We just want 
Scott to be happy, and he’s happy 
now,” Larry Frost said. “He wasn’t 
happy before.” 

Larry Frost is the head football 
coach at Wood River High School. 
Scott is one of three of his former 
players on Nebraska's roster this fall. 
Joe Horst is a junior offensive guard. 
Chad Wiles is a true freshman quar- 
terback. Both came as walk-ons. 
“We're kind of proud of that,” Frost 
said. 

He came to Nebraska from 
Malcolm, a small community near 
Lincoln. Like so many high school 
football players in the state, then as 
now, his dream was to play football 
for the Cornhuskers. “When I was 
little, I listened (to games) on the 
radio or watched in the knothole sec- 
tion,” he said. 

He grew up idolizing players 
such as Willie Greenlaw, Larry 
Naviaux and Harry Tolly. “All I 
wanted to do, from the time I was 
old enough to understand until I 
finally got the chance, was play at 
Nebraska,” said Larry Frost. “All 
(Nebraska) kids want to. The walk- 
on program is evidence of that. 

“The only sad part is, there are so 
many kids who would like to walk 


Scott Frost played before his largest 
audience when over 40,000 showed up 
for the Red-White scrimmage. 


we'd sign a few autographs and 
talk to the other players’ parents,” 
said the elder Frost, who lettered 
as a wingback on Bob Devaney’s 
teams in 1967, 1968 and 1969. 
“Football has gotten so big here, and 
this has grown with it.” 

That was even more apparent 
when he and his wife Carol, who 
coached the NU women’s track and 
field and cross country teams in the 
late 1970s, came from Wood River 
for Nebraska's Red-White 
intrasquad game two springs ago, 
arriving in Lincoln a half-hour 
before kickoff. 

They were surprised by the traf- 
fic, which was comparable to that of 
a game day. They were even more 
surprised that a glorified football 
scrimmage in April would attract an 
audience of 40,000. “Scott said it was 
the largest college crowd he’d ever 
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on here and don’t have a chance. I’ve 
talked to Coach (Tom) Osborne. He 
feels bad, too. He’d like to be able to 
let every Nebraska kid walk on who 
wanted to. It would be great for the 
state. But, of course, that’s not possi- 
ble.” 

Scott Frost joins just a handful of 
Nebraskans who have’ been 
Osborne’s regular quarterback. 
Ord’s Jeff Quinn started part of the 
1979 season and all of the 1980 sea- 
son. Lincoln’s Craig Sundberg start- 
ed the first five games in 1984 before 
giving way to Scottsbluff’s Travis 
Turner. Sundberg regained the start- 
ing job for the Sugar Bowl game and 
was chosen as the Most Valuable 
Player in a 28-10 victory against 
LSU. Fremont’s Gerry Gdowski had 
an extraordinary senior season, pass- 
ing for 1,326 yards and 19 touch- 
downs (with only two interceptions) 
and rushing for 925 yards and 13 
touchdowns, in 1989. 

The Cornhuskers’ offensive roster 
is dominated this season by players 
who grew up in Nebraska. With 
everyone healthy, eight other 
starters besides Frost are 
Nebraskans. Green, the I-back, is 
from Omaha. Guard Jon Zatechka 
and tackles Eric Anderson and 
Adam Treu are from Lincoln. Guard 
Chris Dishman and split end 
Brendan Holbein are from Cozad. 
Fullback Brian Schuster is from 
Fullerton. Tight end Tim Carpenter 
is from Columbus. 

Defensive starters who hail from 
Nebraska include middle linebacker 
Jon Hesse and free safety Eric Stokes 
from Lincoln and tackle Jeff Ogard 
from St. Paul. In addition, punter 
Jesse Kosch is from Columbus. 

The Cornhusker media guide lists 
116 in-state players, representing 56 
Nebraska communities, as small as 
Deweese — which has “about 50 
people, a church and a bar,” said 
strongside linebacker Brian Shaw, a 
redshirted freshman walk-on from 
Sandy Creek High — and as large as 
Omaha. 

In-state players are a fundamental 
element of Nebraska’s remarkable 
success, according to Larry Frost. 
“T’ve always believed, and always 
will believe, that there’s a little extra 
spark,” he said. 

Frost watched as his son tirelessly 
signed autographs for wide-eyed 
children, as well as for adults, some 
of whom seemed uncomfortable to 
the point of sheepishness. 

Frost smiled. “It’s funny,” he said. 
“The only things that change are the 
names.” 
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Bugeater Apparel 


apparel which commemorates the humble beginnings of 
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ATTENTION 


NEBRASKA FANS 
SUGAR BOWL « January 2, 1997 
National Championship 
College Football Game 


TRAVEL PACKAGES are now on sale. 
Place a $100 per person deposit and receive a full refund if 
Nebraska does not qualify for the Sugar Bowl. 

All Trips Include: 


* Mississippi River Boat Cruise 
*?P P. + Pep Rall 


All prices are per person based on double occupancy and are subject to change until 
a deposit has been received. Single, triple and quad prices are available upon request. 


* Game Ticket * 3 Nights Hotel 


Packages can also be purchased without game tickets if you are unsure whether 
you will obtain your seats from the university. Please call for details. 


Place your refundable deposits now as this game 
is already sold out at the box office. 


Big 12 Championship 


December 7 St. Louis, Missouri 


Trip Includes: 
* Game Ticket * 2 Nights Hotel * Pre-game Party and Pep Rally 
*Transfers from hotel tothe stadium * All Taxes -$399.00 per person based on double occupancy 


Packages are also available to all NEBRASKA home and away games as well as any Bow game NEBRASKA may participate 
Please call for the most current information. 


DIAMOND TRAVEL INC. 
(602) 870-9197 


Visa, Mastercard or a check are acceptable forms of payment. References are available upon request. 
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Same Story, 
Different Ending 


Unlike the last time Nebraska went for three straight, this year’s 
team will put “Three In The Book For Brook” 


n Sept. 9, 1972, in Los 
Angeles, I experienced 
my first loss in 
varsity foot- 
ball at the 
University of 
Nebraska. We 
were ranked 
No. 1 in all the 
polls. We 
were coming off a great 
38-6 Orange Bowl game 
victory over second- 
ranked Alabama the youNNY 
previous New Year’s RQ@DGERS 
night. We had defeated 

Oklahoma in “the Game of the 
Century” 35-31 the previous season. 
And then we lost a game. 

Efren Herrera kicked a 30- | 
yard field goal with only 22 sec- | 
onds left as UCLA beat us 20-17 
in our 1972 season-opener. We | - 
had four fumbles and two inter- 
ceptions in the second half. It} 7 
wasn’t that we didn’t believe we 
could beat UCLA. We just} 
didn’t believe we could three- 
peat. 

The biggest factor, I think, 
was that coach Bob Devaney 
had already decided to retire at 
the end of the season. He was 
already the winningest coach in 
the nation; we had back-to-back 
national championships, a feat 
that only a few schools in histo- 
ry had ever accomplished. And 
the athletic director’s job was 
already his. Tom Osborne, 
because of his offensive genius, 
had been picked to be the next 
head coach. 

Well, 24 years later, history is 
repeating itself. We’re back in 
the saddle again. Osborne 
knows that he has a chance to do 
what no other coach in the modern 
era of college football has done — 
three-peat. 

If Osborne had been the head 
coach in 1972, we would have three- 
peated then. 

Until the last two seasons, Coach 
Osborne has stood in the shadow of 
Devaney, even though he has won at 
least nine games each season and 
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By 


always has gone to a bowl game. 
The world is just starting to realize 
what I’ve known for 25 years. 
Not only is Osborne a good 
and spiritual man, he is also a 
brilliant coach. He creates 
offenses, directs defenses like a 
sergeant and motivates his 
players by preparing them to 
meet any scenario. When 
Osborne called my play, we 
knew what we could do, and I 
was confident I could do it. I learned 
a passion for winning from Osborne, 
who is like no other man I’ve ever 
known. He would stay up day and 
night, fast and pray, condition his 
body and mind, all in the name of 


winning for God. 

I know Coach Osborne believes 
he can win for the third year in a 
row. He may shock the world and 
win four. This year’s players just 
need to pump up the volume and 
take their performances to another 
level, the way we did in the 1973 
Orange Bowl game against Notre 
Dame. It was Devaney’s last game as 
head coach, and we all wanted to 


win one more for “the Duke.” 

More importantly, however, there 
was Rex Lowe. Rex was from 
Milwaukee. He was a high school 
All-American wide receiver. He was 
6-foot-2 and 190 pounds. He could 
really run and catch the ball. When I 
came up to the varsity, he was the 
man to beat in my eyes. I had a lot of 
respect for Rex, and so did everyone 
else. The word “character” truly 
applied to Rex Lowe. 

After a long fight with cancer, Rex 


No longer in Devaney’s shadow, 
Osborne will take the Nebraska 
legacy one step further with a 
third straight national title. 


died in January, 1973, after the 
Orange Bowl. The team decided that 
we would win the game for Coach 
Devaney, but we would dedicate the 
victory to Rex. The best thing we did 
that year was dedicate the Orange 
Bowl game to Rex because after we 
made. that decision, our practices 
had meaning, more meaning than 
ever before. We practiced harder, 
concentrated better and focused seri- 


ously on the task at hand. We had 
fun, and we knew we had to win. 

Watching Rex Lowe waste away 
from 190 pounds to 90 pounds made 
us appreciate our abilities and our 
blessings. When the Orange Bowl 
game began, we were pumped and 
ready for war. We were prepared. 
Even though a flu bug had caught 
some of us, it didn’t make a differ- 
ence. I remember needing oxygen 
every few minutes. I remember 
standing in the end zone, waiting for 
a kickoff with vomit running out of 
my nose and mouth, and still hoping 
I'd get the ball one more time. | 
didn’t want to take any chances. 

I left the game right after that in 
the second half, partly because we 
were ahead by a lot and partly 
because I was sick. My teammates 
wanted me to go for records, | just 
wanted to win for Rex. 

After the 40-6 victory, I was 
named the game’s MVP and was 
presented the game ball. I presented 
the ball to Rex Lowe, and made a 
short speech. He began to cry, and 
we all cried together with joy and 
happiness. Coach Devaney, all the 
seniors and Rex went out as champi- 
ons. 

When I think of Rex and our third 
time around, it reminds me of Brook 
Berringer, another young man of 
great character. He once said that the 
death of his father ultimately made 
him stronger. After going through 
that tragedy, Brook said he felt pre- 
pared for any challenge. 

This year’s players and coaches 
can become stronger and more 
focused by dedicating this season to 
Brook and his family. It will bring 
new meaning to the game for the 
seniors. Maybe they can win a third 
national championship for Coach 
Osborne and dedicate it to Brook 
Berringer. 

Osborne believes they can do it. I 
believe they will do it. What do you 
believe? 

If you want to help, when you see 
the players, tell them they can do it. 
Tell them that things come to you as 
you believe they will. If you believe 
you can do something, you probably 
will. 

Let’s put “Three in the Book for 
Brook.” 

Johnny “The Jet” Rodgers was 
Nebraska's first Heisman Trophy win- 
ner in 1972. A key player on the 
Cornhuskers’ national championship 
teams in 1970 and 1971, Rodgers has 
returned to the university and is work- 
ing to complete a degree in communica- 
tions. 
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ichael Booker has yet to watch Nebraska’s national championship-clinching 62-24 victory against 
Florida in the 1996 Fiesta Bow] game from the opening kickoff to the final gun. 

In the weeks immediately following the game, the Nebraska cornerback sometimes shut off video- 
taped replays of the CBS telecast before the first half ended. He didn’t even get to watch his 42-yard inter- 
ception return for a touchdown. That play came with 2:40 left before the intermission, and with it (and the 
ensuing extra point), Nebraska’s lead was increased to 32-10, and any hopes Florida had of coming back 
were effectively eliminated. 

“People constantly remind me about it,” said Booker, who was chosen as the game’s Outstanding 
Defensive Player. “But I’ve only watched part of it. I still haven’t seen the whole game.” 

Booker isn’t tied up in the past. After celebrating last season’s national championship for a couple of 
weeks, Booker said he turned his attention to preparation for the 1996 season, in part because he doesn’t 
need the aggravation. 

“T’ve started out watching it. But what the announcers said about me still makes me mad,” the 
Cornhuskers’ senior cornerback said recently. 

Booker had been a starter since the third game of the season and thought he deserved more respect than 
he was given by CBS announcers Terry Donahue and Jim Nantz, who suggested that even though Booker 
had led the Huskers in interceptions for the year, Florida could beat him. 

Those words summed up the attitude that so irritated Booker. 

Seconds earlier, as Danny Wuerffel scrambled to avoid being sacked, Nantz sug- 
™ gested the Florida quarterback might be trying to find wide receiver Chris 
~\ Doering, who had caught four passes for 56 yards on the game’s first series. 

\. He didn’t. Wuerffel threw a pass that was intended for Gators receiver Ike 
Hilliard, but instead ended up in the hands of Booker. Nantz and Donahue 
might or might not have been questioning Booker’s ability, but it certainly 
+ \ appeared the Gators were. 

\ “From what we’ve heard, Florida thought they could go after him 

‘~4 (Booker),” Nebraska defensive backs coach George Darlington said. “He 
heard that and used it as motivation, I think.” 

By that point, Booker was accustomed to being picked on by opposing 

\ --¥ offenses. Quarterbacks went after him throughout the season, not so 
' *34 / much because he lacked ability, but rather because he lacked collegiate 
experience. He had played sparingly in only eight games at Nebraska as 
a back-up before the 1995 season. Tyrone Williams, who started at right 
cornerback “was all-world,” said Booker. “I was the little young buck.” 

Opposing teams wouldn't let 


him forget that. “You couldn’t help 
but notice it, when three of the first Last ear 


; balls (passes) come at you and the other q uarter b ac k S 
cornerback isn’t even tired,” he said. 
Booker was recruited from Oceanside, Calif., where he we nt after. 
excelled in football and basketball at El Camino High School. 
He also played running back, but Nebraska’s interest in him Mi IC hael Booker . 


was as a defensive back. Booker said his interest also remained it won t h a ppe n 
again. 


They've learned 
their lessons. 


ALWAYS PICKING 


ON ME? 


Bob Berry 


on the defensive side of the ball, if 
for no other reason than “I really 
don’t want people hitting me.” 

He was forced to sit out his first 
year at Nebraska because he didn’t 
meet the NCAA’s freshman academ- 
ic eligibility requirements. He 
couldn’t even practice, which meant 
the homesickness he experienced 
was intensified. 

The negative aspects of a year on 
the sideline are obvious. 

“They lose the reps (repetitions) 
in practice,” Darlington said. “But 
sometimes sitting out a year can be 
really helpful, because they have to 
reflect an awful lot and ask them- 
selves, ‘Do I really want to be here?’ 
All in all, it’s not as much of a nega- 
tive as you might think.” 

Booker reflected on his situation. 
He met regularly with Darlington, to 
discuss his academic progress, not 
football. His homesickness contin- 
ued, and he frequently thought 
about going home. “It got to that 
point a lot,” he said. 

He stuck it out, however, only to 
find himself redshirted to start his 
sophomore year. The plan was for 
him to spend the fall becoming 
accustomed to Nebraska’s defensive 
system, after which he would have 
an opportunity to establish himself 
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Bob Berry 


during spring practice and have 
three seasons of eligibility remaining 
with the Huskers. 

Five games into the 1994 season, 
however, Osborne was forced to put 
Booker on the Huskers’ active roster 
in order to shore up the secondary, 
which had been depleted by injuries. 
He spent the remainder of the first 
national championship season back- 
ing up Williams and Leslie Dennis at 
the cornerback spots. 

Booker came out of spring prac- 


Bigger, Better. 
Faster. Stronger. 


The Huskers aren’t too shabby either. 


Congratulations to the Husker football team for winning back-to-back national championships. 


first national bank 
of omaha 


MEMBER FDIC 


Investing in you. 


Michael Booker made Florida 
pay for constantly throwing his 
way in the Fiesta Bowl. 


tice in 1995 as the third left corner- 
back on the Nebraska depth chart, 
behind Eric Stokes and Dennis. 
Stokes started the first two games 
before being moved back to free 
safety. Dennis, who was bothered by 
tendinitis in both knees throughout 
the season, was moved to the right 
side, where he backed up Williams, 


giving Booker the opportunity to 
start, which he did for the rest of the 
season. 

Booker wasted no time in proving 
he could handle the job. In his first 
game as a starter, against Arizona 
State, he made two tackles, intercept- 
ed a pass and broke up another to 
earn the Cornhuskers’ nomination 
for Big Eight Conference Defensive 
Player of the Week honors. He also 
intercepted passes against Kansas 
State and Oklahoma to tie linebacker 
Terrell Farley for the regular-season 
team lead. 

Booker was regularly tested. “I 
think people picked on me because | 
was new,” he said. 

That wasn’t the only reason so 
many passes came his way, howev- 
er. “The position he played, left cor- 
nerback, lends itself to that,” said 
Darlington. “Most teams are (led by) 
right-handed (quarterbacks), so 
they’ll go to the left, whether it’s 
Deion Sanders or Joe Stumblebum 
out there. Part of it was the posi- 
tion.” 

At 6-foot-2 and 205 pounds, 
Booker is big for a cornerback. “Not 
many cornerbacks in the NFL have 
his size,” Darlington said. “That's a 
positive as long as the quickness is 
there. Some pro teams will look at 
him to play inside (safety), I’m 
sure.” 

Booker has the necessary speed 
and quickness to play cornerback. 
He also has the right disposition or 
mindset, a quality that is at least as 
important as the athletic ability. 

“In our style of defense, we ask a 
lot of the cornerbacks,” Darlington 
said. “They don’t get any help in a 
lot of coverages, except from the 
pass rush. So any time they make an 
error, it’s a real problem. It can end 
up in six points.” 

Booker is philosophical about the 
isolation inherent in his position. 

“Everything isn’t going to go 
your way. You have to understand 
that,” he said. “During practice in 
high school, when someone caught a 
ball on me, it hurt. But in high 
school, there weren’t a lot of people 
catching passes on me.” 

His resilience was tested last sea- 
son, even after he became a starter. 
One day in particular, senior Jacques 
Allen, a reserve wingback, pushed 
him to the limit during a practice. 
Allen “just murdered our secondary 
in practice” that day, Darlington 
said. 

After Florida’s first offensive 
series in the Fiesta Bowl game 
(which resulted in a field goal), 


CBS’s Nantz said Nebraska’s defen- 
sive backs were “unable to match up 
with Chris Doering.” 

A few minutes later, during the 
Gators’ second possession, Donahue 
noted: “Right now, the Nebraska 
(defensive) backs are having a hard 
time matching up against the Florida 
speed.” 

As Nebraska’s offense rolled up 
yards and points on the beleaguered 
Gator defense, Florida essentially 
abandoned the running game, going 
to the air almost exclusively in an 
effort to play catch-up. Booker and 
his cohorts in the Husker secondary 
were being tested on nearly every 


play, and before long, Booker was 
racing into the end zone with his 
interception that gave Nebraska 
more than a three-touchdown lead, 
32-10. 

Nebraska’s skeptics will suggest 
that on offense and defense, the 
Huskers’ strength comes in the run- 
ning game, as the offense rolls up 
huge numbers on the ground and 
the Husker defense stuffs the run 
until the opposition is forced to go to 
the passing game. But as Booker and 
the rest of the Big Red backfield con- 
tinues to improve, opposing offenses 
just might run out of choices alto- 
gether. 
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Sun Devil Stadium ° Tempe, Ariz. 


By Mark Derowitsch 


ruce Snyder has molded 
the Arizona State football 
program to his liking 
since he arrived in 
Tempe, Ariz., four years 
ago. Finally, as the 
Snyder era begins its fifth 
year, the coach expects to 
start seeing the benefits of 
his labor. 

During the previous four years, 
Snyder tore the Sun Devils down 
and molded them into his team. 
Arizona State took some lumps 
along the way — especially during 
the 1994 season, when the Sun 
Devils finished 3-8 — and has yet to 
appear in a bowl game under 
Snyder. 

The Sun Devils won four of 
their last five games and should 
build on that this season. Snyder 
said his team is ready to turn the 
corner. 

“You have to build a founda- 
tion to have a successful pro- 
gram,” Snyder said. “The wins|’ 
are the last thing to come.” 

A win against two-time 
defending national champion 
Nebraska might be too much for 


the Sun Devils to take even in h@® 


light of all the squad’s accom- by 
plishments at the end of last sea- 
son. Arizona State takes on the 
Huskers on Sept. 21 on Frank|% 
Kush Field in Sun Devil Stadium, 
the site of Nebraska’s demolition 
of Florida in the Fiesta Bowl last 
season to wrap up its second 
consecutive national title. 


Jake Plummer, an All-Pac-10 
Conference selection in 1995, 
threw for 2,222 yards and 
17 touchdowns last year. 
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For starters, the Sun Devils will 
have to figure out a way to defend 
the Huskers a little better than they 
did a year ago, when Nebraska 
rolled to a 77-28 victory in Lincoln. 
Granted, the Sun Devils won’t have 
to worry about ex-Husker quarter- 
back Tommie Frazier and I-back 
Lawrence Phillips, who are now 
playing professional football in the 
Canadian and National Football 
Leagues, respectively. 

That alone should make Arizona 
State’s job easier. 

However, the Sun Devils had 
trouble stopping anyone last year. 
They held just one of their 11 oppo- 
nents to less than 20 points. 

Arizona State returns 10 starters 


} ft Gated [ny ff all7oa 
PHEIS PIGS 
¢ Mike Babcock, Huskers 

Illustrated 

If you believe in historical 
precedent, Nebraska might 
have some problems at Sun 

Devil Stadium. The last time the 

Cornhuskers played Arizona 

State there, they struggled 

mightily before winning, 18-9. 

On the other hand, the last time 

the Cornhuskers played at Sun 

Devil Stadium, home of the 

Fiesta Bowl ... well, you know 

what happened. 

So which historical precedent 
will apply? 

Also, you have to take into 
account the fact that Arizona 
State coach Bruce Snyder has 

| been pointing to this game since 

last September, because of his 

misperception that Nebraska 
was trying to embarrass ASU by 

running up the score. What's a 

revenge motive worth? 

Nebraska 37, 

Arizona State 13. 


¢ Todd Henrichs, Grand 

Island (Neb.) Independent 
Going against the Black 

Shirts, Arizona State can’t keep 

pace. 

| Nebraska 42, 

| Arizona State 21. 


° Brian Rosenthal, York 
(Neb.) News-Times 

The Sun Devil Stadium crowd 
won't be as receptive toward 
the Huskers as it was in 
| January, when Nebraska took 
home the national champi- 
onship there in front of some 
40,000 Husker fans. 
Nebraska 35, 
Arizona State 17. 


° Doug Looney, college 
football rk Jali “itl 
This is going to be one of the 
best games of the year. ASU 
has a real chance to win. 
Nebraska 14, 
Arizona State 13. 


* Bob Eger, Arizona 
Republic/Phoenix Gazette 
A much-improved Sun Devil 
defense makes this game differ- 
ent than last year's. 
Nebraska 35, 
Arizona State 21. 


on defense, including inside 
linebacker Scott Von der Ahe 
and outside linebacker 
Derek Smith. Von der Ahe 
recorded 92 tackles, one sack | 
and one interception during 
his first season at Arizona 
State. Smith was in on 33 
stops in his initial season at 
ASU. 

The lone starter Snyder 
must replace is linebacker 
Justin Dragoo, who started 
10 games as a senior in 1995. 
Junior Pat Tillman (5-foot-11, 
200 pounds) will move into 
the starting lineup this fall. 
Junior college transfer 
Derrick Rodgers, who 
enrolled in ASU last January 
and went through spring 0b Berry 
practice with the Sun Devils, will 
provide immediate depth at line- 
backer. 

Up front, Arizona State will be 
led by junior tackle Jason Reynolds, 
who recorded six sacks last season, 
and senior tackle Shawn Swayda, 
who started just four games because 
of injuries last season. At the rush 
end spots, senior Brent Burnstein 
and junior Malchi Crawford return 
to their spots. Burnstein started 
every game last year, while 
Crawford started the first five games 
before breaking his kneecap. 

The secondary returns in the form 
of safeties Damien Richardson and 
Mitchell Freedman, and cornerbacks 
Jason Simmons and _ Travion 
Johnson. Freedman was second on 
the team in tackles, with 80, and he 
also forced four fumbles. Simmons is 
considered ASU’s best cover man. 


Nespasia ys. Np 


Osborne and Snyder parted last 
year on less-than-friendly terms. 


The pressure won't be on the Sun 
Devils every week, though. That’s 
because Arizona State has an offense 
that can score plenty of points. 

Led by quarterback Jake Plummer 
and left tackle Juan Roque, the Sun 
Devils return all 11 starters from a 
team that averaged nearly 400 yards 
of total offense and 28 points per 
game a year ago. 

Plummer did it all a year ago, 
throwing for 2,222 yards and 17 
touchdowns, earning Snyder’s 
respect in the process. 

“Jake deserves all of the recogni- 
tion that he may receive,” Snyder 
said. “He is one of the best young 
players I have ever been around. If I 
were starting a team from scratch, he 
would be my first pick.” 


i 


Plummer has plenty of 
weapons with which to work 
jthis year, including wide 
receiver Keith Poole and tail- 


| back Michael Martin. 
Poole was one of the top 
receivers in the Pac-10 


Conference last season when 
he caught 55 passes for 1,036 
yards and seven touchdowns. 
At the other receiver spot is 
Isaiah Mustafa, who caught 18 
passes for 233 yards. Tight 
end Steve Bush is also a solid 
threat as a receiver. He’s com- 
ing off a 26-catch season as a 
| junior. 

Martin rushed for 566 yards 
on 138 attempts and scored 
five touchdowns. His backup, 
Terry Battle, gained 427 yards 
as a reserve in 1995. Jeff Paulk will 
start at flyback, a position similar to 
a fullback. 

Up front, the Sun Devils are big 
and experienced, and they are led by 
Roque, a second-team All-America 
selection a year ago. Roque is 6-8 
and 318 pounds, and certainly will 
battle for the Outland Trophy and 
the Lombardi Award this season. 
Grey Ruegamer (6-5, 287) moves to 
right tackle this fall after starting 
four games at center a year ago. 

Junior Glen Gable (6-5, 295) and 
Pat Thompson (6-2, 336) likely will 
get the nod at the two guard spots. 
Kirk Robertson (6-5, 305) is the 
starting center. 

ASU's schedule is a favorable one 
— the Nebraska game notwithstand- 
ing — with its first five games at 
home, including games against 
North Texas and Boise State. Hi 
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21 DamonBenning 5-11 210 Sr : 22 Raenaurd Turpin 6-2 203 Sr 49 Mike Morales 5-11 220 Sr } 4 Octavious McFarlinS-11 195 Jr 

WB 25 Jon Vedral 5-11205 Sr : FS 13 Mitchell Freedman 6-0 196 So TB 29 Michael Martin 6-1 215 Jr i FS 16 Eric Stokes 5-11 185 Sr 
33 Sean Wieting 5-9 180 Jr 9 Thomas Simmons 5-11 181 Jr 8 Terry Battle 5-11194 Jr i 3 Eric Warfield 6-1 195 Jr 

PK 35 Kris Brown 5-10 200 Sr : P 17 LanceAnderson 6-1 223 Sr PK 41 Robert Nycz 5-11189 Jr } P 19 Jesse Kosch 6-0 185 Jr 

Depth charts were compiled Sept. 8, 1996 and may change before game time. #= duplicate number * = injured, but probable for game 
HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED = 17 


Black Shirts 
Dominate 
In 55-14 Win 


ebraska’s defense is being held to a lofty stan- 
dard this season, no doubt about that. The con- 
sensus of opinion is that, it will be the best in 
Tom Osborne’s 24 seasons as head coach. 

The opinion of those directly involved is 
slightly different, according to Jon Hesse. 

“All we want to do is be the best we can be,” 
the senior middle linebacker said after the 
Cornhuskers began their quest for an unprece- 
dented third consecutive national championship with a 55- 
14 victory against Michigan State at Memorial Stadium. “1 
don’t think we'll ever be happy.” 


That should have been apparent 

By MIKE BABCOCK considering what had just hap- 

pened. If ever a defense had a right 

to be happy, it was Nebraska’s. 

The Black Shirts’ performance was extraordinary. They 

scored two touchdowns on pass interceptions and set up 
two others, with a blocked punt and another interception. 

“Obviously, the biggest story of 

the game was defensive scoring,” 


coach Tom Osborne said. 
A ¥ That and the kicking game, 


which was probably worth three 
touchdowns, he said. 

On a day when the Cornhusker 
offense seemed sluggish, the 
defense definitely did not. Senior 
rover Mike Minter set up the game’s first touchdown with 
an interception and 3-yard return to the Michigan State 22, 
and he scored the third touchdown on an 84-yard intercep- 
tion return. 

Mike Fullman scored Nebraska’s second touch- 
down on a 62-yard punt return. 

Eric Warfield, Julius Jackson and Brian Shaw 
joined forces to set up the Cornhuskers’ fourth touchdown. 
Warfield blocked a punt. Jackson tackled a Michigan State 
player who scooped up the ball and ran with it, forcing a 
fumble. Shaw recovered the fumble and ran 7 yards to the 
Spartan 16-yard line. 

Then junior rush end Grant Wistrom capped the 
defensive scoring with an interception and 9-yard return 
for a touchdown in the closing seconds of the third quar- 
ter. “I said if I ever scored, I would throw the ball 40 rows 
up in the stands,” Wistrom said with a smile. “But I 
thought better of it...” 

Wistrom’s interception was 
indicative of the way things fell Nigea Carter and the 
into the hands of Nebraska’s Spartans had trouble 
defense. Michigan State quarter- handling the Huskers’ 
back Gus Ornstein tried to throw aggressive defensive 
the ball over the 6-foot-5 scheme. 
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Michigan State game photos by Jon Waller 


Wistrom, who has remained after 
practice the last couple of weeks 
to catch passes with the lineback- 
ers. He and Jared Tomich, the 
other starting rush end, decided 
to do so on their own, Wistrom 
said. wi 

Craig Bohl, who coaches the 
linebackers, throws the passes, 
from “about 10 or 15 yards 
away,” Hesse said. Players begin 
with their backs toward Bohl. | 
They have to turn, react and | 
catch the ball. 

Success requires not only 
good hands but also concentra- 
tion. Wistrom and Tomich have 
done well, according to Hesse. If 
they hadn't, “we would have had to 
kick them out,” he said. 

If someone drops a pass, the rou- 
tine starts over. The drill could con- 
tinue indefinitely. 

Ornstein, a sophomore transfer 
from Notre Dame, replaced Spartan 
starter Todd Schultz after the second 
series. Schultz went to the sideline 
with a knee sprain, aggravated dur- 
ing the first series. 

Nebraska kept the pressure on 
Michigan State’s quarterbacks, sack- 
ing them seven times for losses total- 
ing 47 yards. One of those sacks was 
Wistrom’s, though he wasn’t sure he 
even touched Ornstein on the play. 
“T just breezed by him,” Wistrom 
said. “I think the wind blew him 
down.” 
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Jon Waller 
At times, the Cornhusker defense 
could do no wrong. Minter’s first 
interception came on a Schultz pass 
that “floated.” His second was _ 
the result of perfect timing and {J 
positioning. 

“Right before that play, they 
tried the same route, but the 
quarterback got sacked,” said 
Minter. “Then they came right 
back to it. I saw the same for- 
mation, and he (Ornstein) was 
keying on his man the whole } 
way. So I broke on the ball, 
pulled it in and went to the end 
zone.” 

Fullman’s punt return for a 
touchdown was probably the 
most remarkable play of the 
game, for several reasons. For 
one thing, Nebraska was set up 


Jon Waller 
It didn’t even take a quarter for 


Scott Frost to get his first 
touchdown as a Husker when 
he scored on an 11-yard run. 


. 


to block the punt, according to 
Fullman. When a block is set up and 
the punter manages to kick the ball, 
“the coaches say: ‘Just try to get 
what you can.’” For another, the 
Cornhuskers weren't at full strength. 
“There were only 10 men on the 
field,” Fullman said. 

“When we were lined up, there 
was a big gap. I thought: ‘Isn’t some- 
body supposed to be there?’ 

After catching the punt, Fullman 
tripped afd nearly fell. The return 
was comparable to a 79-yarder for a 


__ Jon Waller 


touchdown against Kansas State last 
season. This one was better, he said, 
“by a little bit. 

“But last year’s will always stay 
in my mind because of the hit.” 

The hit was a block by Mike 
Rucker that knocked off the helmet 
of a Wildcat. Split end Brendan 
Holbein made a key block to help 
spring Fullman against Michigan 
State. 

That Fullman was even able to 
return the punt was another element 
of the drama. A chronic groin prob- 
lem threatened to sideline the senior 
cornerback, possibly for the season. 
“When Mike showed up on crutches 
about three weeks ago, I thought 
maybe it was just a momentary 
thing, that maybe he’d throw them 
away the next day and be OK,” 
Osborne said. “Then I thought his 
career might be over.” 

Fullman wasn’t quite that pes- 
simistic about his chances of playing 
this season. But he was concerned. 
He had to use the crutches for about 
a week and a half. “T’ll be a little sore 
tonight,” he said. 

Nebraska’s defense overwhelmed 
Michigan State, which had opened 
with a 52-14 victory against Purdue 
the week before, despite the notable 
absence of senior weakside line- 
backer Terrell Farley, the defender 
most likely to make big plays, and 
some uncertainty at cornerback. 

Farley has been suspended by 
Osborne, following his arrest on sus- 
picion of driving under the influ- 
ence. The suspension is open-ended. 
He’ll miss at least one more game, 
possibly two, and the remainder of 
the season if he fails to meet certain 
requirements, according to Osborne. 


Mike Fullman’s touchdown on a 
62-yard punt return was even 
more impressive considering 
Nebraska only had 10 men on 
the field at the time. 


He has been replaced by senior 
Ryan Terwilliger. 

The concern at cornerback was a 
result of inexperience and the fact 
that senior Michael Booker suffered 
from congestion and “didn’t know if 
he would be able to play,” Osborne 
said. 

Inexperience? True freshman 
Ralph Brown started at the other 
cornerback, with Mike Brown, 
another true freshmen, and Jerome 
Peterson, a redshirted freshman, 
among the others who played there. 

“T didn’t expect things to happen 
this fast,” said Ralph Brown, who a 
year ago was preparing to play a 


high school game. “I thank God for 
the opportunity to play. I didn’t 
know what it would feel like. All 
those people (in Memorial Stadium), 
being on national TV... it was 
unexplainable.” 

Michigan State might feel much 
the same way when it studies films 
of the game. Nebraska’s defenders 
seemed to come from all directions. 
“We like to be a big-play defense,” 
Wistrom said. “That can break 
another team’s spirit.” And help 
your own offense. 

“Tt lifts the offense up,” said 
Minter. “They say: ‘Thank you, man, 
thank you.” 
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Show your true colors with these 


Nebraska Licensed Athletic Shoes. | address 


These hot mommas have soft 
white leather uppers with padded 
collar and tongue, and 
non-marking rubber 
outsole. 


A $70.00 value, now for 


$59.95 
(plus $5.00 S&H) 


And with quick UPS 
delivery, they'll be on 
your feet in a flash. 


ALL MAJOR UNIVERSITIES 
AVAILABLE 
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1996 SEASON STATS 


(1 GAME) 


ae MESEDTEMBERW/ AMOS 6) 


Memorial Stadium o Lincoln, Neb. 


MICHIGAN ST. 


Name 
Green, A. 
iia Ss. a 
enning, D. 
Makovicka, J. 
Shuster, B. 
Sims, J. 
Evans, D. 
Turman, M. 
Cheatham, K. 


2 
v 


SCORE BY QUARTERS 


TEAM 4 2 3 4 Final 
NEBRASKA 7 20217 — 55 
MICHIGAN ST.O0 0 7 FJ? —_ 14 


DEFENSIVE LEADERS 


: | NEBRASKA 
First Downs oe ' Player: 
Rushing ‘ Williams 


A Hesse- 
Passing Foreman 


Penalty ‘Rucker 
Rushing Attempts =. Peter . 
Yards Gained Rushing 141 - _ Wistrom 
Yards Lost Rushing 58 31 shel 
Net yards rushing BB = ” | Kelsay: 
Netyardspassing 163° 114 ‘Stokes — 
Passes attempted. 27 -. ‘Terwilliger.’ 
Passes completed 14. - _-daekson 
_ Hadintercepted = .3 me reeeiea 
Total plays: _— 85 “60°. ’ Roberts 
Total net yards 2460 ~— Schuster 
Avg. gain per play 29 
Fumbles-lost ~~ 41. 32 : 
Penalties-yards 429° «240 Sole org — 
Punts-yards ‘11-427 6-268 nt 2 6 ‘9 
Avg. perpunt 38:81 43.83' “Au ne 
Possessiontime 34:28 25:32 d : 


cooocoeco--4 


: 5 5 
Turman, M. 2-2-0 1.100 
RECEIVING 


Name No. ¥ds. 

Vedral, J. 20 

Holbein, B. 9 27.6 
4 24.7 

Edwards, J. 

Makovicka, J. 


Name Good Long 
Brown, K. 2 2 36 


DEFENSE 
Name AT 
Williams, J. 
Hesse, J. 
Foreman, J. 
Rucker, M. 
Peter, J. 
Wistrom, G. 
Minter, M. 
Brown, R. 
Kelsay, C. 
Stokes,E. 
Terwilliger, R. 


o 


BAH 0.0. OOO 
CODCOD OOO ON=-COCoO 


NOVNVNHOAOHOAMANO 
eo0co0CooA004=-N00 


Toline, T. 
ard, J. 
elther, E. 
Wiltz, J 
Booker, M. 
Fullman, M. 


eo0000 
aoe: 


Held, R. 
Mackovicka, J. 
yan, E. 
Saltsman, S. 
Warren, S. 
Wells, J. 


. Underwood 


INDIVIDUAL LEADERS 
RUSHING RECEIVING 
NEBRASKA "NEBRASKA 
Player Rec Yds APC Lng TD 
Vedral 2 20.10 16 
- Holbein 1 35. °35 35 
1 
1 
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an es a a 
St tn BA CODON 3 4 3 a NN =HONMUDD 

AHF 44434 BAR NNNVNNNNODOOOUTGINGIG 
SCEVOOSOCOSSCOOCSCOHOSSCOOOSCOOON=C000005 
S09090000000000000000000-=006-=N00-=H 


TEAM STATISTICS 
Total Offensive Yards 

Net Rushing Yards 
Passing Yards 


Player Avg 
Green 44 
Frost 5:8 
Benning 4.4 
| Makovicka 3 6:3 
‘Shuster + 4 3:3 
Sims ‘2 "2B: 

1 7 

{ 

1 


: 
: 


3rd 4th TOT 
21.7 55 
7 7 14 


Cheatam 30 «=-30 = 30 
Shuster 16.16 16. 
Edwards 1 10 10 10° 
/Makovicka 1.3. 3 °°3~—— 


MICHIGAN STATE 


Dev en ne ee ee en 


Evans 2.0 — 


Turman *3.. 
Cheatham 716° “Player Rec Yds 

Carter 45 15 31 
MICHIGAN STATE Irvin 26 87 14 
Player Att Yds Avg : Long - 61 30.5°48 
Goldborne 17 58 3.4 ‘Mason 2 25 125 17 
Irvin 15 51 3.4 7 Keub 7 3.5 6 
Crenshaw 2 10° 5 


FIELD GOALS 
PASSING NEBRASKA 


NEBRASKA Player Att Made Distance 
Player Att-Cmp-Int Brown 2 2 35,24 
Frost 11-5-0 ; , : 

Turman 2-2-0. . : MICHIGAN STATE 

Player Att Made Distance 
‘MICHIGAN STATE None Attempted 

Player Att-Cmp-Int 

Omsiein 18-11-2 
‘Invin 1-1-0 


- 1996 NEBRASKA — 
FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 
Record (Conference) — 1-0 (0-0) | 

Sept. 7 . Michigan State W, 55-14 

Sept. 21 @ Arizona State 

Sept. 28° Colorado State 

Oct.5 @ Kansas State 

Oct.12 Baylor 

Oct.. 19. @ Texas Tech 

Oct. 26. Kansas 

Nov..2: @ Oklahoma 

Nov..9° Missouri 

Nov. 16° @'lowa State 

Nov. 29: Colorado 
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Back to Back Full Leather Jagke 

Show your support for the Back to Back cha 

this incredible premier edition full leather championship 
jacket. Each jacket is individually hand made with the 
finest leather and includes a premier edition gold seal 
on the inside. Features an intricately detailed, raised 
leather Back to Back Championship design. Made by 
the Jeff Hamilton Leather Company, these limited 
edition items come in either red or black. 

Please specify size and color when ordering. 


$1389.99 ea. 
(Full Leather Red Jacket) Item # NECOF20163 
(Full Leather Black Jacket) Item # NECOF20307 


Also Available: 

$598.95 ea. 
Wool/Leather Red Jacket 
Item # NECOF20166 


Wool/Leather Black Jacket 
Item # NECOF20308 


“Adult Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL and XXXL or 

send us your measurements and we will custom 

order your dimensions. (No refunds or exchanges =f 
unless due to manufacturer defect.) Allow 4-6 See 
weeks for delivery. 


1995 National 

Championship 

24 Karat Gold Coin 

Commemorate the 1995 National 

Champions with this beautiful Huskers gold 

coin. Individually numbered, this coin is 

made of one ounce, .999% pure silver and 

is overlaid in 24 karat gold. Limited to an 

edition of 1,995. Each comes complete with 

a certificate of authenticity. Nebraska 


$49.95 ea. Item # NECOF20155 ; “Go Big Red” 


Also Available: ; é Nostalgic Stein 
1994 Championship Gold Coin This antique looking Huskers stein 
$49.95 ea. Item # NECOF20154 displays a bold “Big Red" logo and 
an embossed football design. 

Holds 24 oz. of your favorite drink. 

Hurry, quantities are limited. 


$48.95 ea. 
Item # NECOF20322 


BfOr:pi 


ducts are 


1994 

Huskers > ANIRRY 

National st Huskers 

Championship Back to Back 

Football Championship Plaque 

Commemorate the 1994 National This plaque commemorates the 

Championship with this full leather Huskers Back to Back Championships. 

football. Each football features a Featuring the 1994 and 1995 season scores 
bold and colorful design, only 92 and a unique textured football field, all mounted 
footballs remain! on a walnut base. 


$44.95 ea. Item # NECOF19884 $74.95 ea. Item # NECOF20162 
17280 Woodinville-Redmond Rd. NE, Suite 800 


Woodinville, WA 98072 
1-800-65-ORDER 


InepRiaka Back 
National pionship Hat 
Celebrate the Husker’s Back to Back National 
Championships with this wool blend adjustable 
black hat. Each hat features a bright 
embroidered Back to Back design. 


$19.95 ea. Item # NECOF20185 


1995 NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 


National 
Championship Stein 
: cs Cheers to the Huskers National 
Moretcecces M Hideo Championship with this limited 
: 3 ff eds edition, hand numbered 24 oz., 

E ceramic stein. Each stein features 
the scores from the 95-96 winning 
season, and are limited to an 
edition of 1,996. 


$59.95 ea. Item # NECOF20186 


Also Available: 
Z Back To Back Glass Stein 
Autographed Tommy Frazier $44.95 ea. Item # NECOF20187 
Audio Wall Mount Lithograph 
Relive the thrill of the Huskers : 
National Championship by capturing Re Nebraska Cornhuskers Helmet Clock 
Tommy Frazier's 75 yard touchdown Make sure you're not late for the next 
run on this stunning hand signed j Huskers kickoff with this attractive Nebraska 
piece. Each lithograph contains a helmet clock. Displayed on a framed field 
micro electronic audio module i design, this three hand clock is mounted on 
gectaln tis ial Pavens axeuing a full size replica helmet. 

ay by play call. Just a push ofa 
Button lets you relive this dramatic $49.95 ea. Item # NECOF20435 
play. Each piece is a individually - — 
hand numbered, limited edition, and ges Vi, 
comes with a certificate of Sires needa aa 
authenticity. es 


$179.95 ea. Item # NECOF20244 


Also Available: 
Autographed Frazier 

Desktop Lithograph 

$119.95 ea. Item # NECOF20245 


SASUAR 


Nebraska 
Back To Back 

Championship Mat Heisman Winner’s Football 
Display your enthusiasm for Commemorate two of Nebraska's 
the Huskers right on your front most legendary players with this full 
door step, This sturdy 28" x 52 leather, autographed football. Every 
door mat is made of durable, football features the signatures of 
high quality industrial grade Heisman superstars Johnny Rodgers 
carpet with a nonskid rubber and Mike Rozier. This item is limited 
backing. It also features long to an edition of 5,000, and comes with 
lasting permanent carpet dyes. a certificate of authenticity. 


$44.95 ea. Item # NECOF20434 $289.95 ea. Item # NECOF20073 


17280 Woodie Feomand Rd. NE, Suite 800 ISA 
oodinville, WA 98072 A ee, asta 


1-800-65-ORDER 


A. Reflection of Perfection 
Relive the excitement with a behind fhe 
scenes look at the inspirational 

1996 Fiesta Bowl. 


$24.95 ea. Item # NECOF20280 


B. 1996 Fiesta Bowl Game 
Recapture the 1996 Fiesta Bowl 
when the Huskers sent the 
Gators back to Florida bruised 
and battered. 


$24.95 ea. Item # NECOF20282 \ 


C. A Decade of Dominance 
Remember Nebraska's decade 
of dominance including the 1995 
regular and post season games. 


$24.95 ea. Item # NECOF20292 


D. Finished Business 
Follow the Huskers behind the 
scenes as they prepare to 
defeat the Miami Hurricanes in 
the 1995 Orange Bowl. 


$24.95 ea. Item # NECOF20279 
E. Fourth Straight Big Eight 


Catch all the action in this 1994 Big 
Eight Championship highlight video. 


$19.95 ea. Item # NECOF20278 _ 


Ask for Opera 


“ae NS 
products are a ito) 


aN chi 


F. 1994 Orange Bowl Game Video 

With their fourth big eight championship under their 
belt, the Huskers take on the Hurricanes in this 1994 
Orange Bowl video. You'll love reliving the 
inspirational ending to this perfect season. 


$24.95 ea. Item # NECOF20281 


G. 1993 Orange Bowl Game Video 

This season went into the history books as one of 
Nebraska's finest. Ride a roller coaster through the 
challenging schedule, towards the National 
Championship against Florida State. 


$19.95 ea. Item # NECOF20276 


H. 1983 Orange Bowl Game Video 

A perfect regular season led to a showdown by 
Miami, in what turned out to be one of the most 
thrilling National Championship games ever played. 


$19.95 ea. Item # NECOF20277 
17280 Woodinville-Redmond Rd. NE, Suite 800 


Woodinville, WA 98072 
1-800-65-ORDER 
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Commemorating the 

Back to Back 

National Titles, this 

matched numbered, 

limited edition set is 

one of a kind. 

Enclosed in a red 

acrylic case, each 

coin is made of 

one ounce, .999% pure 

silver. These coin sets are limited 
to an edition of 500, and come complete 
with a certificate of authenticity. 


$82.50 ea. Item # NECOF20157 


I. 
The Devaney Era 
Bob Devaney takes the 
Huskers to a national 
championship. 


$19.50 ea. Item # NECOF20264 
J. Volume 2 
The Osborne Teams 


The Huskers go head to head 
with the best in college football. 


$27.95 ea. Item # NECOF20266 
K. Volume 3 


‘ers 96 The Game of the Century 


Nebraska vs. Oklahoma—1971, 
an unforgettable championship. 
$19.50 ea. Item # NECOF20263 


L. Volume 4 

Huskers vs. Penn State 
Follow the five year Husker vs. 
Penn State rivalry. 1979 - 1983. 


$19.95 ea. Item # NECOF20291 


M. Volume 5 

Johnny Rodgers; Musical 
Portrait of a Heisman 
Follow Rodgers from the local 
YMCA to the prestigious 
Heisman award. 


$24.95 ea. Item # NECOF20265 


Nebraska 

Back to Back 

Championship Watch 

This attractive watch features a genuine 
black leather strap, a unique floating 
second hand, gold tone casings, and 
is water resistant up to 99 feet. Limited 
to an edition of 1,996, and comes with 
a one year manufacturers warranty. 


$54.95 ea. Item # NECOF20169 


HLL-OTAR SPORTS 


COLLECTIBLES 


PLAYBOYS 


Taylor, Tomich “throwback” with All-American team 
during Playboy’s 40th Anniversary 


aron Taylor and Jared Tomich 

appreciated the preseason All- 

America recognition they 

received from Playboy. “It’s 
first time I’ve ever been nominated 
for something like that,” Taylor said 
recently. 

But going to Phoenix for a 
long weekend and a photo ses- 
sion in conjunction with the 
magazine’s 40th anniversary 
All-America football team ... 7 
that was another matter entire- } 
ly. 
. “My fianceé wasn’t too], 
happy until I told her no girls 
were going down there,” said 
Tomich. 

Taylor said his wife had 
similar concerns. “I didn’t 
know if there would be play- 
mates or anything like that. I 
talked to Gary Cole, and he 
told me it was a family-type 
deal, that he was bringing his 
kids.” 

Cole is responsible for select- 
ing and writing about the mem- 
bers of the team. 

“I’m not into things like that. 
But when he (Cole) said it was going 
to be a family deal, I talked to my 
parents and my wife about it,” 
Taylor said. The consensus was that 
he should go. 

Both Cornhuskers were glad they 
decided to go to Phoenix for the long 
weekend. 

“It’s fun to do things like that,” 
said Tomich, who went to Los 
Angeles for a Bob Hope television 
special last season, after being 
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picked to the Associated Press All- 
America team. “You establish friend- 
ships with guys you’ve read about.” 
Among those guys in Phoenix 
was Tennessee quarterback Peyton 
Manning. 
“We hung out with Manning 


© Playboy Magazine 
Aaron Taylor (back row, third from 
left) and Jared Tomich (fifth row, far 
left) were named to Playboy’s 
preseason All-American team. 


most of the time,” Taylor said. “He 
was a character. You wouldn't 
believe the person he is. He’s a 
Heisman candidate, highly-recruited 
.. you'd think somebody like that 
would have a big ego. But he was 
the nicest guy. Everybody got along. 
All the guys were great.” 

Tomich, a defensive end at NU, 
and Manning made mock threats at 
each other, Taylor said. 

“They'd say: ‘If I ever see you on 


the field ...’“ 

Among other things, players went 
rafting and competed in a golf 
scramble. Taylor skipped the former 
in order to participate in the latter. 
His team for the scramble included 


TCU place-kicker Michael Reeder. 


“We did pretty good.” 

Taylor, the Huskers’ start- 

ing center, also got on a 
"| mechanical “horse” and did 
some roping. His rodeo efforts 
| were included in a television 
special featuring the All- 
America team and Cole's pre- 
season Top 20. 

The players wore throw- 
back uniforms for the team 
picture. 

“Tt was neat,” said Taylor, 
who was dressed in a turtle- 
neck sweater with a block “N” 
on the front. Tomich also wore 
such a sweater and “old beat- 
up pants.” Authenticity was 
an obvious concern. 

The photograph in the magazine’s 
October issue was the result of a pic- 
ture-taking session that lasted “a 
couple of hours,” Tomich said. “T 
don’t know how many rolls of film 
the guy shot.” 

Nebraska was No. 1 in Playboy’s 
Top 20 with Tennessee No. 2. If Cole 
is right in his predictions, Tomich 
will be pressuring Manning in the 
Sugar Bowl game on Jan. 2. 

“He's a good guy,” Tomich said 
of Manning, echoing Taylor’s opin- 
ion. 

The Phoenix friendships would 
have to be set aside that night. i 


Dick Blomgren has been taking photographs of the 
Nebraska football team since the mid-1950s. The glossy, 
black and white prints are 8 inches high by 5 feet long. 
They are distinctive. 

Cornhusker players and coaches appear to be stand- 
ing in a line at the north end of Memorial Stadium. But 
sections of the east and west stands also are visible, giv- 
ing the illusion that the stadium has been opened like a 
book and pressed flat. Above or below each player and 
coach is his name, and Blomgren said the process 
of hand-lettering the names is tedious. 


PICTURE 
PERFECT 


The photographs so familiar to older Nebraska 
football fans are made with a “panoramic” camera ® 
that dates to the turn of the century. It originally was 
known as a “circuit” camera, Blomgren said. The film is 
the same size as the finished print: 8 inches by 5 feet. 

The camera sits on a tripod and pivots. The players 
and coaches stand in a semi-circle. The rotation takes 10 
to 12 seconds, according to Blomgren, sufficient time for 
someone on the side where the camera begins to run 


behind the camera and stand at the other end of the semi- 
circle. 

By doing that, a person could be in a photograph 
twice. “Years ago, in the 1960s I think, a guy (player) 
tried it,” Blomgren said. “We shot two (pictures) and 
used the second one.” 

Although he didn’t take it, Blomgren has one of the 
panoramic photographs of the 1949 Cornhusker football 


team. They have been taken since the late 1930s, howev- 
John Waller 


er, he said. They were taken even during the early 1 
when Coach Bill Glassford conducted preseason prac- 
tices at Curtis, Neb. 

The panoramic pictures have become a tradition at 
Nebraska. “That’s why we keep doing it,” sports infor- 
mation director Chris Anderson said. “We'll keep doing 
it until the camera breaks.” 
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Sitting Pretty 


As opposed to last year, the Cornhuskers look good 
at quarterback with two early commitments 


hat a difference a 
year makes. 

Last year the 
Nebraska 
Cornhuskers’ 
coaching staff was 
left scrambling at 
the last minute for 
quarterbacks 
when most of the top run/pass sig- 
nal-callers had decided to go 
elsewhere. The Huskers felt 
fortunate that the multi-tal- 
ented Clint Finley of Cuero, 
Texas, was still available. 

Quarterback is a key 
recruiting position for the 
Huskers again in 1997, but 
this time Nebraska isn’t left 
reaching for the leftovers 
and cast-offs from other By 
teams. In fact, the JAMES 
Cornhuskers are in bet- HALE 
ter position with quarterbacks than 
any team in the country. 

Before September, the 
Cornhuskers already had commit- 
ments from two of the top 10 
run/ pass quarterbacks in the nation. 

Eric Crouch (6-foot, 185 pounds, 
4.5 40-yard dash) of Omaha (Millard 
South) grew up knowing he wanted 
to be a Nebraska Cornhusker. Living 
just 40 miles from Lincoln, Crouch 
knew all about the Husker football 
legend and always dreamed of play- 
ing quarterback for the Big Red. 

After committing to Nebraska, his 
ability should give him that oppor- 
tunity. Last season, Crouch was vir- 
tually unstoppable, running the 
option for 1,960 yards and 27 touch- 
downs while throwing for another 
785 yards and nine scores. 

Nebraska has a history of great 
athletes under center, and Crouch 
said he hopes he’s the next great 
Husker option quarterback. 

“Getting a chance to play at 
Nebraska is something that I have 
always dreamed of,” Crouch said. 
“When you think of guys like Turner 
Gill, Steve Taylor and of course 
Tommie Frazier, you realize they are 
some of greatest (option quarter- 
backs) ever to play the game. 
Nebraska’s. offense is exactly what I 
am looking for and Coach (Tom) 


Osborne is always making it better, 
improving the passing game and 
expanding the role of the fullbacks 
and wingbacks. 

“Going to Nebraska is perfect for 
me for a number of reasons. I took 
unofficial visits to Notre Dame and 
Ohio State but just never felt in my 
heart that I should go to either of 
those schools, despite the fact they 
are great schools. Nebraska 
is the school for me and I 
am thankful they offered 
me a scholarship.” 

Bobby Newcombe (6-0, 
185, 4.5) of Albuquerque 
(Highland), N.M., comes 
from a part of the country 
that is not noted for produc- 
ing prep football greats. 
However, every so often a player 
like Newcombe will come along and 
attract some attention. 

Newcombe, who was born in 
Sierra Leon, 
West Africa, is a 
three-year 
starter at quar- 
terback and two- 
year starter at 
free safety who 
also drew atten- 
tion from many 
schools as an 
“athlete.” However, after leading the 
state in rushing with 1,309 yards and 
21 touchdowns while passing for 
another 606 yards and seven scores, 
Newcombe said he was certain he 
wanted to be a quarterback. 

“The Nebraska coaches told me 
that I would have a great chance to 
be a quarterback,” the soft-spoken 
Newcombe said. “Their offense is 
perfectly-suited for my style of play. 
It’s a great offense and one that will 
allow me to play my game.” 

Newcombe saw the Nebraska 
campus first-hand while participat- 
ing in the Huskers’ summer camp. 
His MVP showing sold the Husker 
coaching staff on Newcombe, and in 
turn sold Newcombe on Nebraska. 

“When I was there this past sum- 
mer, I felt right at home,” 
Newcombe said. “Everything just 
felt good right from the start and 
when they offered me a scholarship 


it didn’t take me very long to make 
up my mind.” 

Newcombe turned down offers 
from Michigan, where they wanted 
him to play running back, and 
UCLA, where they were looking at 
him as an “athlete.” 

The constant that led Crouch and 
Newcombe to commit to the Huskers 
so early was a promise that both 
would get a shot at playing quarter- 
back, and a promise that Nebraska 
wouldn’t recruit another quarterback. 

“Tam going to definitely be a 
quarterback and will get a good shot 
at playing quarterback,” Crouch 
said. “I knew they were also getting 
a commitment from Bobby, but I 
was told that would be it as far as 
quarterbacks go. If I have to play 
wide receiver eventually, so be it. 
But I want it to be only after it is cer- 
tain I can’t start at quarterback.” 

However, the possibility that both 
Crouch and Newcombe could wind 
up at other positions could force the 
Huskers to at least try to sign anoth- 
er quarterback or, more specifically, 
a pure passing quarterback to give 
the future Nebraska offense a 
change of pace. 

Spencer Brinton (6-5, 205, 4.8) of 
Temecula Valley, Calif., threw for 
1,500 yards and 15 touchdowns last 
season and is more of a pure drop- 
back type passer. Brinton’s family 
traveled to Ohio State, Nebraska, 
Iowa, Northwestern and Notre 
Dame this summer and Brinton has 
already received offers from 
California and BYU. Brinton is lean- 
ing toward Ohio State, thanks to its 
pro-style offense. 

LaBrone Mitchell (6-3, 205, 4.5) of 
Marietta, Ga., looks more like a tra- 
ditional Nebraska quarterback. 
Mitchell threw for 1,500 yards and 
nine touchdowns last season while 
rushing for 526 yards and two more 
scores. Mitchell said LSU leads 
Nebraska with Florida State, 
Clemson and Alabama also in the 
chase. Jeremy Toles (6-2, 210, 4.7) of 
Broken Arrow, Okla., is another tal- 
ented option operator. Toles is a raw 
passer but a gifted runner on the cor- 
ner who lists Tennessee, Nebraska, 
Texas A&M, Kansas State, UCLA 
and Oklahoma among his early 
options. 

It remains to be seen if the 
Huskers will actually offer a scholar- 
ship to any other quarterback 
prospect besides Crouch or 
Newcombe. But rest assured that 
some of the top quarterbacks in the 
country will continue to seek the 
attention of the Nebraska staff. 
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Women’s 
Golf Team 
Looks To 
Avoid Third 
Near-Miss |. 
By Focusing |... 
On Mental 
Game 
e Mike Friend 


University of Nebraska 


he question doesn’t come 
up as often as it did for 
Arizona State’s Phil 
Mickelson or Stanford’s 
Tiger Woods, but it comes 
up often enough. Are you 
going to be a professional 
golfer? 

Nebraska’s Rachelle Tacha 
muddles over the answer. 

“Believe it or not, a lot of people 
do ask me that,” Tacha said in 
response to questions about her 
prospects of joining the Ladies 
Professional Golf Association tour. 

“T have thought about it. But right 
now, it isn’t an important thing in 
my life,” Tacha said. “I don’t know if 
I would want to make golf a career. 
There are a lot of 
other things I 
would like to do 
with my life.” 

Right now, 
along with her 
academics, the 
most important 
thing for Tacha is 
helping the NU women’s golf team 
to the 1997 NCAA Tournament in 
May. Nebraska, in dealing with the 
graduation losses of Heidi Stark, 
Michelle Patterson and Molly 
Mullin, will look to Tacha for leader- 


R celle Tacha’ s 
strength is in her 
power game. 


ship, skill and a chance at its first- 
ever trip to the national champi- 
onships. 

“Rachelle is the type of person 
who loves the fiery competition and 
hates to lose,” coach Robin Krapfl 
said. “But she is also a great person. 
She does an excellent job of getting 
the other players to relax. She really 
gets to know them and the way they 
play. She’s just wonderful.” 

The junior from Manhattan, Kan., 
was the final Big Eight women’s 
individual champion and only the 
fourth golfer in Nebraska history to 
qualify for the NCAA champi- 
onships. She finished 27th in the 
national tournament, and her sea- 
sonal stroke average of 79.52 was the 
team’s lowest. She was the 1995 Big 
Eight Co-Newcomer of the 
Year, and her 3.844 grade- 
point average in marketing 
earned her 1995-96 
Academic All-Big Eight hon- 
ors. 

Tacha’s success at 
Nebraska should come as no 
surprise. She was named the 
Midwest Golfer of the Year 
as a high school senior and 
placed in the top four at the 
Kansas High School Girls 
Championships for three 


Oct. 6-8 


Mar. 6-9 
April 7-8 
May 8-10 


Oct. 13-15 
Oct. 27-30 
Feb. 24-25 
Mar. 23-26 
April 20-22 
May 21-24 


consecutive seasons. She also 
won a title at the Kansas 
Junior Championships. 

As a team, the Huskers 
missed qualifying for the 
NCAA Tournament by one 
stroke last year. It was the 
second year in a row that the 
‘| team narrowly missed quali- 
fying. Tacha says Nebraska 
isn’t going to allow a third 
‘| near-miss. 

“One of my personal goals 
is to help our team get to the 
4 NCAA Tournament,” she 
said. 

Tacha’s strength lies in her 
“| power game, Krapfl said. She 
is long off the tee, and if she 
needs any work, it would be 
around the greens. Tacha 
agrees with Krapfl’s assess- 
ment. 

“I would say that around the 
greens, my short game needs the 
most work,” Tacha said. “As a team, 
I think our mental game is impor- 
tant. Things like the mental part of 
the game can really mess up your 
scores.” 

With returning letter-winners 
Melissa Becker and Maureen Regan, 
both seniors, and sophomore 
Gretchen Doerr, a member of the Big 
Eight Honor Roll, course manage- 
ment and mental golf should be a 
priority. 

“T have no doubt that we are 
going to match up well with any- 
one,” Krapfl said. “I think we have a 
tough schedule, but I think we can 
be competitive.” 


WOMEN’S 1996-97 GOLF SCHEDULE 


Sept. 26-29 North Carolina Tourn., Chapel Hill, N.C. 


Preview Tourn.. College Station, Texas 
Kansas Tournament. Lawrence. Kan. 
New Mexico St. Tourn., Las Cruces, N.M. 


Spring Schedule 
UCLA Bruin Invitational. Temecula. Calif. 
Ben Hogan Invitational. Fripp Island, Fla. 
Rainbow Wahine Tourn., Kaneohe. Hawaii 
BYU Tournament. St. George. Utah 
Big 12 Championships, Lawrence. Kan. 
NCAA Regionals. TBA 
NCAA Championships. Columbus, Ohio 
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f you want to be in charge, 

you had better be able to han- 

dle adversity and adapt. Just 
ask Terry Pettit, head coach of 

Nebraska’s defending NCAA 

champion volleyball team, 

about that. 
Pettit’s coaching resilience 
was tested before this season 
began. 

“It’s partly kind of (like) running 
across a stream,” he said during a 
news conference on Media Day. 
“You're jumping from rock to rock, 
and you're not quite sure where the 
next rock is. You haven’t got time to 
analyze what just happened on the 
last one. You've got to find the next 
rock.” 

The day before, Pettit learned that 
senior Jen McFadden would miss 
her final season because of a back 
problem. A magnetic resonance 
imaging test had revealed a herniat- 
ed disc. 

Pettit said he expected McFadden, 
a middle blocker, to help fill the void 
created by the losses of Allison 
Weston, Christy Johnson and Billie 
Winsett from last 
season’s national 
champions. 

A healthy 
McFadden 
would have been 
a “dominant 
player,” he said. 
“Thad the feeling 
that if Nebraska 
had a great year, she’s somebody 
who might have challenged for 
Player of the Year honors. 
Obviously, I’m saddened. Jen is a 
wonderful player. She deserved the 
opportunity, I think, to have a 
tremendous season. But I wouldn’t 
be doing my job as coach if I didn’t 
immediately move on to what the 
next thing is.” 

McFadden exhibited remarkable 
determination by competing for as 
long as she did. After a strong fresh- 
man season, she was sidelined by a 
knee injury midway through her 
sophomore season. In March of 1995, 
four months after undergoing 
surgery on the knee, she underwent 
surgery on her back. 

McFadden’s contribution to the 
Huskers’ post-season success was 
significant. She played well against 
both Michigan State and Texas at the 
NCAA Final Four. “She probably 
played four or five complete match- 
es last season,” said Pettit. “It just so 
happens, two of them were at the 
right time. There’s no question, I 
don’t think we would have gotten 
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Tested 


Before the first serve of the season, 
the Huskers lost three key players 
e Mike Babcock 


the job done if she hadn’t been there. 

“T think it took a tremendous 
amount of faith on her part to rehab 
all year, on the condition she might 
be healthy enough to play those 
matches. But now to be faced with 
another disc (problem) and the reali- 
ty that she couldn’t have surgery 
and compete at this point ... it was 
just pretty overwhelming for her.” 

The loss of McFadden was pre- 
ceded by the loss of Katie Jahnke, a 
highly-regarded freshman recruit 
from West Bend, Wis., who is side- 
lined for the season while recovering 
from knee surgery in June. 

Pettit described the 6-foot Jahnke 


as “our most-experienced incoming 
recruit.” 

Jahnke, a middle blocker, was 
recruited by the nation’s top pro- 
grams. In addition to Nebraska, she 
visited Florida, Notre Dame and 
UCLA. Pettit said he expected her to 
be able to contribute immediately. 

The injury problems didn’t end 
with McFadden. The week before 
the Huskers’ opener in the 
NACWAA Classic at Normal, II1., 
redshirt freshman Denise Koziol, an 
outside hitter, was lost for the season 
after suffering a torn anterior cruci- 
ate ligament in her left knee during 
an intrasquad scrimmage. 


Koziol, from Norfolk, Neb., had 
prepared well for her first season of 
competition, Pettit said. “I don’t 
even want to talk about it,” the NU 
coach said, visibly upset. 

As the one in charge, however, 
Pettit had to focus on finding the 
next rock in the stream. 

“T can’t think of a season where 
you don’t have challenges like this,” 
Pettit said during the 
media day news confer- 
ence about the loss of 
McFadden. Freshman mid- 
dle blocker Lisa Avery red- 
shirted last season follow- |’ 
ing reconstructive knee 
surgery. Sophomore out-| | 
side hitter Stacie Maser] © 
was forced to redshirt her 
first season at Nebraska] 
because of a torn left ante- 
rior cruciate ligament. 

“With every crisis |~ 
comes opportunity,” Pettit } 
said. 

McFadden’s misfortune |" 
represents a chance for| © 
younger players to move 
up the at middle blocker 


The bad news kept 
coming when Denise 
Koziol was lost for 
the season after 
blowing out her knee 
in a scrimmage. 


position. Pettit’s responsibility as 
coach has been to turn his attention 
to those other players. 

It is not easy being the head 
coach, particularly of a defending 
champion, because of higher expec- 
tations. 

“T suspect, in time, we'll have two 
very good players at that position,” 
Pettit said. Hi 


Bob Berry 


SETS & SPIKES 


The Huskers opened the season 
by beating Illinois State, 12-15, 15- 
11, 15-3, 17-15, in the first round of 
the NACWAA Classic, establishing 
a school record for consecutive 
wins at 32. But the streak was 
snapped by Hawaii in the 
NACWAA finals the next night. 

Hawaii, the top-ranked team in 
the country, defeated NU, 15-12, 16- 
14, 15-9. It was the first time since 
the 1993 NCAA Tournament that 
the Huskers had been swept. 

The NACWAA Classic was a 
case of deja vu for Nebraska. Last 
season, the Huskers opened with a 
victory against Penn State and then 
lost in the finals to Stanford (then 
the top-ranked team in the country) 
before going on a 31-match winning 
streak that resulted in the national 
title. So NU fans might consider 
this year’s start a good omen. 

Pettit said that regular-season 
losses are not crucial, as long as the 
team gets to the NCAA 
Tournament. 

“Tt doesn’t matter how many 
losses you have, as long as you 
come through it and you’re in the 
tournament,” he said. “You want to 
be good in November and 
December.” 


Auto, Home, Business, 
Health, and Life. 
If Only We Could Insure 


A Huskers’ Threepeat. 


American Family Insurance Agents throughout Nebraska 
salute the Cornhuskers and their dedication to excellence. 
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new era in Nebraska 
basketball began on the 
first day of the fall 
semester. It began early, 
at about 6:30 a.m., in the 
weight room in the 
West Stadium. Players 
on the 1996 team assem- 
bled there to begin a 
daily weightlifting routine, which 
will continue for a month. 

“When you lose the amount of 
athletes and experience we did, 
you're concerned,” NU head coach 
Danny Nee said. “But.at the same 
time, I think an era has ended and a 
new era is beginning. 

“How I would characterize that 
is, looking back over the course of 
my 10 years, we first brought in 
Beau Reid and Rich King, and that 
was their era. Then we went to the 
Bruce Chubick and Eric Piatkowski 
era, and then we went to what I 

-would call an Erick Strickland and 
Jaron Boone era.” 

Strickland and 
Boone were 
' among the six 
players who 
completed their 
eligibility last 
season. The loss 
of those six, cou- 
pled with the transfer departures of 
three scholarship players who had 
eligibility remaining, has left Nee 
with a young and largely inexperi- 
enced team in his 11th season at the 
helm. 

“That’s why I say a new era is 
starting, with players like Tyronn 
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The transfers of 
(from left) Surles, 
Nelson and Ideus 
(far right) have left 
Tyronn Lue and 
teammates short 
~ on depth and 
NN) experience. 


Nee’s new era begins with few bodies 


Lue and Cookie Belcher,” Nee said. 
Lue, a sophomore who started 34 
games at point guard last season, 
and Belcher, a freshman, are distant 
cousins, and there’s a good chance 
they’ll comprise Nebraska’s starting 
backcourt this season. 

“We've always had some kids in 
the program for three or four years 
who have been the cornerstone of 
the team,” said Nee. This year, he 
has just one such player returning 
from the 1995 squad: senior Mikki 
Moore. 


Bernard Garner, the only other , 


senior, played last season at 
Nebraska after transferring from 
Western Nebraska Community 
College. Venson Hamilton and Andy 
Markowski, who has been redshirt- 
ed for the 1996 séason, are sopho- 
mores. The other three scholarship 
players on this year’s team are new- 
comers. 

Troy Piatkowski, Larry Florence 
and Alvin Mitchell all sat out last 
season because of NCAA eligibility 
requirements, which prevented them 


from even practicing with the team 
in 1995. They are sophomores now. 

Piatkowski, the brother of former 
Cornhusker and current Los Angeles 
Clipper Eric Piatkowski, has bulked 
up by 20 pounds over last year. The 
6-foot-5 Piatkowski, who will play 
shooting guard and small forward, 
is listed in the 1996 Cornhuskers’ 
preseason prospectus at 180 pounds. 

Moore, who averaged 9 points 
and 5.9 rebounds per game last sea- 
son, also has gained some weight, 
although “bulked up” would never 
be an appropriate description for the 
slender 6-foot-11 center. 

“T like our team, our athleticism,” 
Nee said. “On paper we’re young 
and inexperienced. But the guys 
coming back, I think, had a unique 
first year. I think some of them are 
pretty mentally tough. They know, 
what it’s going to take to win, and 
we’ve got a good (coaching) staff.” 

The building process began bright 
and early, the last Monday in 
August. Well, it was definitely early. 
The bright part remains to be seen. Ml 
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ric Johnson requested jer- 

sey No. 1. “That’s what he 

wants,” Nebraska equip- 

ment manager Glen 

Abbott said as he watched 

the Cornhuskers assemble 
for a team picture on Photo Day. 
Two players wore No. 1: Johnson 
and redshirt freshman quarterback 
Frankie London. 

Several players had to be 
assigned duplicate numbers. That’s 
not what made Johnson’s request for 
No. 1 unusual. And since Johnson, a 
sophomore who sat out last season 
because of NCAA rules, plays 
defense, he could have the same 
number as London, an offensive 
player. No problem there. But 
Johnson has been moved from 
defensive back to linebacker, and 
No. 1 “isn’t really a linebacker’s 
number,” said Abbott. 

Under NCAA rules, offensive 
players are limited in the numbers 
they can wear, depending on the 
positions they play. Interior linemen, 
for example, must have numbers 
from 50 through 79. No such restric- 
tions apply to defensive players, 
however. So Johnson requested No. 
1. “It used to be, no one wanted 
those numbers (below 10),” Abbott 
said. “Now, they’re the most popu- 
lar.” 


the numbers game 


i g VUSrsars elo 


Editor’s Note: This is the second of an 11-part series 
featuring our picks as the best players ever to wear 
each jersey number in the modern era. 

Next week we'll break down numbers 11 through 20. 


example. Bob Ahlschwede, an offen- 
sive guard, was shown as No. 2. 
Those numbers, as well as numbers 
3 through 9, didn’t become common- 
place at Nebraska until the Tom 
Osborne era. As a result, the selec- 
tions in this first installment of 
Huskers Illustrated’s “Best of the 
Best: The Numbers Game” 
aren't likely to lend themselves 
to as much debate as those that 
will follow. 

The “best” player to wear 
each number is arbitrary, of course. 
Choices have been based, as much as 
possible, on statistics and honors, 
such as All-America and all-confer- 
ence recognition. 

Keeping that in mind, here are 
Nebraska’s first 10... 


#1: Lawrence Phillips 
Also: Dave Klein 
Lawrence Phillips gets the nod. 


Freshman I-back DeAngelo Evans 
asked for No. 9 but was assigned 
No. 4 because sophomore quarter- 
back Monte Christo already had No. 
9, and veteran players get first 
choice. Junior rover 
Octavious McFarlin also 
wears a No. 4 jersey. 
Junior quarterback Scott 
Frost requested No. 7 and 
got it because it wag 
available. Evans and 
Frost both have numbers 
with little significant histo 
ry at Nebraska. 

This season, at least one 
(and in some cases two) 
regular players will 
have each number 
from 1 through 10. 
Prior to the mid- 
19 6 0 sZ 
Cornhuskers 
rarely, if every 
wore jersey num 
bers below 10. Players project 
ed to be redshirted were listed 
with low numbers in the 1966 
media guide. 

Lynn Young, an offensive 
tackle, was shown as No. 1, for 


Off-field problems aside, 


Phillips was the best to don 
No. t at Nebraska. 


The former Cornhusker I-back has 
been (and continues to be) 
plagued by controversy off 

the field. But his ability as a 
player is unques- Z 
tioned. In three sea- 
sons at Nebraska, 
he rushed for 2,777 
yards, the fifth-high- 
est career total 
school history. 

As a sophomore, he was 
first-team All-Big Eight 
after rushing for 1,722 
yards. That total ranks sec- 
ond on the Cornhuskers’ 
all-time single-season list, 
behind Mike Rozier’s 
2,148 yards in 1983. 
Phillips scored 30 
touchdowns during ie 
his career to tie for 
14th on Nebraska's 
all-time scoring list. 

Although Phillips’ claim to No. 1 
is difficult to dispute, place-kicker 
Dale Klein deserves at least an hon- 
orable mention among Cornhuskers 
who have worn jersey No. 1. Klein, a 
walk-on from Seward, Neb., earned 
letters in 1984, 1985 and 1986, and he 
was first-team All-Big Eight in 1985. 

Klein ranks 11th on Nebraska’s 
career scoring list, with 196 points. 
He is fifth all-time in scoring among 
kickers, having connected on 115-of- 
118 extra-points and 27-of-41 field 
goal attempts. 

Seven of the field goals came in a 
28-20 victory at Missouri in 1985 to 
put Klein’s name in the NCAA 
record book. He also kicked an extra 
point that day. Final score: Klein 22, 
Missouri 20. 


in 


#2: Jeff Krejci 
Also: Von Sheppard, Jim Burrow, 
Mike McCashland 
Nebraska led the nation in pass 
defense in 1981, and Jeff Krejci was a 
significant factor in that success. A 
walk-on from Schuyler, Neb., Krejci 
became the Cornhuskers’ starting 
free safety as a senior, replacing 
Russell Gary, who Krejci had backed 
up for the two previous seasons. 
Krejci led the secondary in tackles 
with 63, and the team in intercep- 
tions, with four, to earn first-team 
all-conference honors. He also 
received All-America honorable 
mention from the Associated Press. 
Among the other Cornhuskers 
who have worn No. 2 jerseys are 
Von Sheppard, Jim Burrow and 
#6: Keith Jones 
» + (198 Vr 


901.02) 
' boy 


#7: Reggie Baul 
(1993-95) 


Steve Taylor still 
holds the school 
career rushing record 
for a quarterback 

ith 2,125 yards. 


987. Burrow lettered as a 
efensive back and punt 
eturner in 1974 and 1973, 
fter transferring from 
ississippi. McCashland, a 
alk-on from Lincoln, Neb., 
East High, lettered in 1982, 
1983 and 1984 as a strong 
fety. 


#3: Tyrone Legette 

Also: Toby Wright 
Tyrone Legette was an all- 
conference cornerback for the 
Cornhuskers in 1991. He also earned 
letters in 1989, and in 1990, when he 
started five games including the 
Citrus Bowl. Legette gets the nod 
over Toby Wright, who lettered in 
1992 and 1993 as a rover back. 

Wright, a junior college transfer, 
was a regular in both seasons. He 
now plays in the NFL for the St. 
Louis Rams. 


#4: Troy Dumas 

Troy Dumas is a clear-cut choice. 
He played without redshirting, earn- 
ing letters in 1991, 1992, 1993 and 
1994, He began his career as a free 
safety but was moved to strongside 
linebacker in the fifth game of his 
junior season. He was the starting 
SAM linebacker on Nebraska’s 1994 
national championship team and 
earned first-team all-conference 
recognition. 


#5: Brian Washington 

Brian Washington was a three- 
year starter and four-year letterman 
at strong safety from 1984 through 
1987. He played as a true freshman 
and missed only one game during 
his career at Nebraska. A 10th-round 
draft pick of the Cleveland Browns, 


Washington has had a distinguished — 


NFL career. 

This season, Washington again is 
starting in the secondary for the 
Kansas City Chiefs. 


#6: Keith Jones 

Also: John Reece 
Most Nebraska fans would imme- 
diately identify I-back Keith Jones 
#8: Tyrone 
i993: 


Byrd (1985 


Williams; 
95) 


#9: 


with this jersey number. The number 
was symbolic: six points, touch- 
down. His nickname was “End Zone 
Jones.” 

Jones was first-team all-confer- 
ence in 1986 and 1987. He also let- 
tered in 1984 and 1985. He ranks 
seventh on the Cornhuskers’ career 
rushing list, with 2,488 yards and 32 
touchdowns. 

The Omaha Central graduate also 
caught one touchdown pass and 
scored on a two-point conversion to 
give him an even 200 career points, 
the ninth-best career total at 
Nebraska. 

John Reece, a defensive back, 
deserves honorable mention. 


#7: Reggie Baul 

Reggie Baul was a regular at split 
end on Nebraska's back-to-back 
national championship teams, start- 
ing eight games and the Orange 
Bowl as a junior and all but one 
game as a senior. 

He also started one game as a 
sophomore in 1993, after redshirting 
in 1992. 

Baul was second on the team in 
receptions and receiving yards last 
season, catching 17 passes for 304 
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yards. He caught one pass in the 
1994 Orange Bowl loss to Florida 
State for 34 yards and a touchdown. 
He caught one pass in the 1995 
Orange Bowl victory against Miami. 


#8: Tyrone Williams 
Also: Tyrone Byrd 

Tyrone Williams, like Baul, con- 
tributed significantly to the 
Cornhuskers’ back-to-back national 
championships as a first-team all- 
conference cornerback in each sea- 
son. 

He also started as a sophomore in 
1993, when he was a co-winner of 
the Big Eight coaches’ award as con- 
ference Defensive Newcomer of the 
Year. He was one of the fastest play- 
ers in Nebraska history. His ability 
to cover receivers man-to-man was a 
key element in the success of the 4-3 
base defense. 


#9: Steve Taylor 
Also: Russell Gary 

Steve Taylor earned first-team all- 
conference honors in 1987, and again 
in 1988, when he also earned All- 
America recognition. He was a 
Cornhusker co-captain as a senior 
and still holds the school career 
rushing record for a quarterback, 
with 2,125 yards (and 32 touch- 
downs). 

He passed for 2,815 yards and 30 
touchdowns during his career. 

Taylor never redshirted. He came 
off the bench as a freshman in the 
fourth quarter of the 1986 Fiesta 
Bowl game and nearly rallied the 
Cornhuskers to a victory against 
Michigan. 

Although Taylor is a logical 
choice in jersey No. 9, Russell Gary 
also deserves mention. Gary lettered 
at safety in 1978, 1979 and 1980, and 
was a first-team all-conference selec- 
tion as a senior. 


#10: Bret Clark 

Bret Clark came from Nebraska 
City, Neb., to earn All-America 
recognition as a safety in 1984, when 
Nebraska led the nation in total 
defense. He also was a co-captain on 
that team. 

A three-year starter, he was first- 
team all-conference in 1983 and 
1984. He intercepted six passes in 
1984 and finished with 12 for his 
career. His eight pass breakups in 
1984 and 19 in his career established 
Cornhusker records. His 101 unas- 
sisted career tackles were a record 
for a Nebraska defensive back until 
Reggie Cooper (1987-90) broke the 
record with 117 unassisted tackles. 


» NEBRASKA FLOATER 
. WATCH 
FEATURES "MAGICALLY* 


FLOATING HERBIE 
SECOND HAND 


NEBRASKA MVP 
WATCH 


A CLASSIC TIMEPIECE 
WITH A MORE 
FORMAL LOOK 


WATCH OR WALL CLOCK | QUNTTY| — COST 


1 ANDUNG | 
ee he males | iors ‘SLES AE 


j 
ul 


‘’ 


HPIONSHI 


oe 


NEBRASKA Sun-Glo 
WATCH 
DIAL LIGHTS UP 


AT THE PRESS 
OF A BUTTON! 


NEBRASKA LADIES [fj 
FLOATER WATCH 
FEATURES "MAGICALLY" 


FLOATING 'BIG RED’ 
SECOND HAND 


NEBRASKA 
WALL CLOCK 
THE BEST LOOKING 


SPORTS WALL CLOCK 
ON THE MARKET! 


= 
Vas 


4 NEBRASKA #1 BACK 
TO BACK MENS WATCH 
FEATURES "MAGICALLY" ; 
FLOATING 'BACK TO BACK’ 


SECOND HAND rhs 
—*% 


siaiencibenrs Quauiry ‘CONSTRUCT: 


SAME AS MENS #1 WATCH 
ONLY IN A SMALLER MORE 


FEMININE CASE 


> = oe , 


Ont. Een mor ae 


ER NQORS. pray o= 


SPORTS WATCH OFFER 


oe Sti | SUBTOTAL | TOTAL 


ADDRESS 


CITY STATE zip 
| CHECK MONEY ORDER MASTERCARD _ VISA DISCOVER 


CARD # 
—— EXPIRATION DATE _ 


SIGNATURE 
- NO FO, BOKES PLEASE - 


MAIL CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 
SPORTS WATCH 
PO. BOX 615 
PINELLAS PARK, FL 34665-0615 
PHONE ORDER: 
1-800-816-2716 
ja eee Sc! 
ALLOW 3-4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


om Osborne came to the 
defense of his offense. 

“Don’t just say our offense 
isn’t good,” he said follow- 
ing Nebraska’s 55-14, open- 
ing-game victory against 
Michigan State. “They’ve 
(the Spartans) got a good 
defense.” 

Despite the lopsided score, 
Nebraska's offensive numbers were 
modest, at least by recent NU stan- 
dards. The Cornhuskers finished 
with 298 yards, including 184 rush- 
ing. The totals were the lowest since 
1994, when Nebraska was limited to 
262 yards by Kansas State and 136 
rushing yards by Oklahoma. 

The Cornhuskers, who have led 
the nation in rushing the last two 
seasons, didn’t produce sustained 
drives. They didn’t break many long 
runs, and no one rushed for as many 
as 100 yards. 

I-back Ahman Green was the 
game’s leading rusher, with 71 yards 
on 16 carries. 

“Offensively, we just didn’t gel,” 
said senior guard and co-captain 
Chris Dishman. “We didn’t click 
today like we should have. Some 
days you’re on, and some days 
you’re not.” This was the latter. 

Osborne was more analytical, and 
a little less critical, of the offense. 
Nebraska’s offensive production was 
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Role Reversal 


On a day when the Cornhusker offense seemed sluggish, 


the Black Shirts definitely did not 


By MIKE BABCOCK 


limited, in part, because of “not 
being on the field too much,” he 
said. “Plus, we were going against a 
good defense. I thought the 
strongest part of their (the Spartans’) 
team was defense.” 

The Cornhuskers ran only 60 
plays against Michigan State, the 
fewest in a game since 1993, when 
they had 59 offensive plays (and 179 
total yards) in a 21-7 victory against 
Oklahoma. A sub-zero windchill 
contributed to Nebraska’s gas-line 
freeze that afternoon at Memorial 
Stadium. 

The weather wasn’t a factor this 
time. But, ironically, the Cornhusker 
defense was. It was so opportunistic, 
the offense spent more time on the 
sideline than usual. “Every time we 
score on defense, we just go back on 
defense. And that takes you out of 
an offensive series,” Osborne said. 

Nebraska’s defense took the 
offense “out of about four series,” he 
said. “I wasn’t totally pleased with 
the offense today. But I thought we 
did OK. We didn’t play bad offen- 
sively. We hope to get better. As I 
said before the season started, it will 
take time to get the offense together. 
But it will be good.” 

The Cornhusker offense has fewer 
returning starters than does the 
defense. And two of those starters, 
both first-team all-conference selec- 


tions last season, are at different 
positions in the line. Dishman has 
moved from tackle to guard. Aaron 
Taylor has moved from guard to 
center. Plus, the offense has a new 
quarterback in junior Scott Frost, 
who sat out last season after trans- 
ferring from Stanford. 

Frost rushed 10 times for 58 yards 
and completed 5-of-11 passes for 74 
yards. He scored the game’s first 
touchdown on an 11-yard run and 
teamed with Brendan Holbein on a 
35-yard touchdown pass late in the 
third quarter. “I think Scott played 
very well,” said Osborne. “For a first 
ball game, I couldn’t be more 
pleased. I didn’t see any real big 
flaws in what he did. He’s going to 
be a fine player. 

“We'll move the ball better as 
time goes on and get the ball in the 
air a little bit more. I think probably 
four or five times in the first half, we 
had pass plays called but he had the 
option to run and he took it. We’re 
going to use his abilities, and he’s 
got the ability to run with the foot- 
ball. Scott could play I-back for a lot 
of people, so if they (opposing 
defenses) don’t stop the run, we’re 
going to take it.” 


Jon Hesse and the Black Shirts 
looked as good as advertised 
against Michigan State. 

Jon Waller 


Ahman Green led the 
Huskers’ “modest” rushing 
attack with 71 yards. 


Nebraska scored 20 points 
in the second quarter to take a 
27-0 halftime lead and control } 
of the game, which meant there ff 
wasn’t any need to open up the 
offense. “There were some 
things we didn’t even show, 
things that would have been 
effective in the second half that 
we didn’t use,” Osborne said. 

The Cornhuskers rushed for 
151 (of their 189) yards during 
the first half. 

“There’s no sense in taking 
chances when you have a 
defense and special teams play- 
ing like that,” said Frost. “I 
think Coach Osborne kept the 
play-calling conservative, and I 
think that’s for a reason. I’m a 
new quarterback, coming into a new 
system. I think it went pretty well. I 
executed everything well, but we 
need to improve. I felt in the flow of 
the game from the first snap on. 
With the fans and everything, you 
get really excited, and sometimes 
you get almost too emotional. But 


er 7 Jon Walle: 
that didn’t seem to happen.” 7°" 2" 


Frost seemed composed, Osborne 
said. “He wasn’t excitable. He 
understood perfectly what we were 
trying to do on the sideline. I 
couldn’t quarrel with more than one 
or two things he did today.” 

Nebraska’s best drive of the after- 


noon began at its own 20-yard line 
with 3:16 remaining in the first quar- 
ter. The Cornhuskers ran 14 plays, 
picking up four first downs and 
reaching the Michigan State 17-yard 
line before stalling. After Frost’s pass 
on third-and-5 fell incomplete, Kris 
Brown kicked the first of his two 
field goals, a 35-yarder. (His second 
was from 24 yards, just before half- 
time.) 

Michigan State had a nine-minute 
advantage in time of possession and 
ran 25 more plays. Yet the final score 
was almost identical to the one of a 
year ago, when Nebraska won 50-10 
at East Lansing. 

Last year, “we didn’t just run the 
ball up and down the field,” said 
Osborne. 

The Cornhuskers finished with 
666 total yards, however, and that’s 
what Nebraska fans have come to 
expect. 

“It’s kind of like last year,” 
Dishman said. But in reverse. 

A year ago, “we came out and 
showed that offensively we were 
ready to play, and the defense was 
so-so. That’s kind of how it was this 
year, (except that) the defense took 
over the role.” 
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in one of the boulevard’s bricks. With your help we can 
continue the proud tradition of Nebraska football. 


1995 Team Photos 


A color team picture with a printed heading stating the year 
and the record of each team, is also available for each 
championship team. Pictures were taken prior to the start of the ” 
season in full uniform. Cost of both the football team photo and National 

volleyball team photo is $10 each, Championship & Tommie 


Autographed Volleyball Frazier Posters: 
and Foothall 


National championship 
posters were produced 
commemorating both the football and volleyball championship 
seasons. The official championship poster produced by the Husker 
Athletic Department, is the only one featuring game action photos of 
the Husker stars. The 1995 national championship poster costs $10 
and one free 1994 national championship poster will be mailed at no 


Authentic autographed 
balls contain signatures of the 
1995 national championship 
volleyball team ($50) and the 
| 1995 national championship 

football team ($100). Both balls 
| are pre-printed with autographs of every team 
member and contain the official University championship logo. quarterback and 1995 senior. The Tommie Frazier 
and championship volleyball poster cost $10 
each. 


charge with every poster order. You can also obtain an original 


Tommie Frazier poster commemorating the former outstanding Husker 


HuskerVision Videos 


Videos highlighting the Nebraska volleyball and 


Car window stickers and stickers for 
notebooks and non-weathered materials are 
available for each championship team. The 

logo commemorating each championship 
season is also available as a collar/hat pin. 

Approximate size of both stickers is 5” x 3 1/2”, while the 
pins are approximately 1” x 1”. Stickers are $1 each, pins are $5. 


football national championship seasons, as well as the 


| bow! trip again are available as produced by 


HuskerVision. This is the only video that gets you into 


the locker room for pre and 


postgame 
speeches. Last 
year’s season 
highlight tape and 


national . 
championship To order any of these or other Authentic Nebraska 
videos for football Athletic Department Products, call: 


are also available. 


All videos cost 
‘ ee nn fens fl 
$20 each. 


There are diehard fans. 
And then there are CORNHUSKER FANS. 


A diehard fan will sit in snow, sleet and rain. A Husker fan will 4 
sit in snow, sleet and rain for 22 hours to buy tickets to sit 
in the snow, sleet and rain. ou’ re Riddell’s kind of fan.| 
Collegiate Sports Collectibles from Riddell were made for your gg 
kind of memories. Beautiful. Long lasting. With attention to 
each and every detail. What else would you expect from an 
official supplier to the Cornhusker football team? Nothing 
CoC Chee Nothing but the | 

the fans in the stands. 


(4) Riddell’s Collegiate Authentic Helmet. This is 
the real thing, just like those worn on game days. 
With polycarbonate shell, steel polyvinyl-coated 
facemask, inflatable liner system, 
authe pie team decals and chin strap. 


.95 (2) Deluxe Replica Husker Helmet. 
This full-size replica of the actual game 
( helmet features an ABS plastic shell, 
=~ gteel polyvinyl-coated facemask, realistic 
jawpads, decals with authentic Husker team “ 
erful young player, 
-or a retiring older one! Not for competitive play. 
Chin strap included. $99.95 (3) Authentic Miniature 
Husker Helmet. This half-size mini 
is made to Riddell specifications, 
with the same polycarbonate shell 
and steel polyvinyl-coated facemask 
as full-size Collegiate Authentic 
Helmets. Fully detailed. $49.95 (4. Replica 
Mini Husker Helmet. Half the size of game 
helmets, but fully detailed. ABS plastic 
AMM Great for collecting.| $24.95 
(6.) Mini Husker Football Helmet Lamp. 18 inches 
high. Colorful mini helmet, mounted on sturdy oak base with brass 
components and soft white shade. $49.95 


Okay you Husker fans--we’ve got your number. 


= 


iy or use the form below. 


9 
{= 
j—! 


A| -888 -4TH-D OWN (1-888-484-3696) Toll Fr 
IC ti WN Cc 8é Z\le 96 ) = OL tL ++ 


Item # Item Name Item Cost Q Total . Shipping 


3 ae ae 
HEA 50-20 
Te 001-70 i 
ranaeer .01 - 150.00 i ly 
$ 150.01- 275.00 City . > State Zip 
$275.01 And Up ( ) ( ) 
Merchandise Tota Daytime Phone Evening Phone 


ae Rush shipping services are available. For 
If shipping to WI address overnight service, add an additional $17.50 Enclose your personal check or money order made payable to Collegiate Sports 


Add 5.6% tox to subtotal to your shipping cost; for 2-day service, add Collectibles. Please do not send cash. For credit card orders, complete the 
Shipping an additional $8.00. information below: 
Plus, Rush Shipping Mail this order form to: QCLVISA MasterCard © American Express i Discover 
(if applicable) Collegiate Sports Collectibles 
TOTAL PO Box 542 
Milwaukee, WI 53201-0542 


Allow 4 weeks for delivery. 


Account # Expiration Date 


TM/© Riddell Inc. 1996 Signature 


